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From the Editor
g ast fall, with the support of 53@@5@@51@;&&5@ grant from the

National Endowment for the Humanities; Project ‘87 published the in-

augural issue of this Constitution. It gives us great pleasiire to an-

nounce that the Endowment has agreed to support the publication of this
Constitution as a quarterly through 1986. :

---~James MacGregor-Burns-and---.- ———--The-response-to-the-first-issue-has-indicated that the audience for

- Richard B. Morris, co-chairs
Executive Editor
Sheilah Mann, Director, Project '87

Managing Editor

Cynthia Harrison, Deputy Director;
. Project '87

Contributing Editor .

Mary Curzan

Design Director

Charles S. Snyder

Design Consultant

Richard Pottern

Circulation Manuager

Judy Caruthers

Editorial Board

Harry N. Scheiber (Chair); Law
School, University of California,
‘Berkeley o

Patricia Bonomi; Department of

__History, New York University

- Frances K. Burke, School of

__Management, Suffolk University

Charles Eldredge, Director;
National Museumn of Anierican

- Art '

Gary Puckrein; Department of

__History, Rutgers University

Dorothy Ridings, President, League

.. of Women Voters ]

Frank J. Sorauf, Department of
Political Science, University of
Minnesota

* many others we will publish in this Constitution, serves to examine the

which the publication is intended—planners of Bicentennial programs—
did indeed find the magazine informative and useful. In fact; our circula-

tion is now international, through the Asia Foundation and the United

States Information Agency: It is our intention to publish- articles, featiires,

and news items that will continue to be sources of ideas; resources and
practical information. L : S -
With the publication of numbet 2 of the magazine, we begin a series of

+ articles based upon the Thirteen Enduring Constitutional Issues, intro-

duced, in the first issue of the magazine. Professor Philip B: Kurland of
the University of Chicago Law School explores the nature of the judiciary

as it has developed under the Constitution: The Documents section high-

lights letters from early Supreme Court justices, described by the editors
of the Supreme Court Documentary History Project; in order to evoke a
sense of what life was like for them during the Court’s infancy. .
The article by Professor Barbara Melosh;, of the Smithsonian Institution
and George Mason University; discusses the uses of the Constitution in

the plays of the Federal Theatre Project of the 1930s. This article, like_

Constitution as a cultural; as well as a political; document, part of Project.
‘87's commitment to a broad and eclectic stidy of: our fundamental princi-
ples of governance: L
_ In this issue, we also include a piece by Senator Charles McC: Mathias,
Jr,, who considers ths evolution of the Constitution as we. approach _

the twenty-first century. In future issues of the magazine, we will include
other pieces by public officials who serve in the institutions created by
the Constitution. They offer us insight and observations about how our
constitutional system responds to public problems. We look forward tn

our readers’ responses to all of these articles.
_ In the Bicentennial Gazette, we focus once again on some of the pro-
grams developed for the 1976 Bicentennial of American Independence.

We wanted to share as much information as possible on the many valu-

able projects that we uncovered which can provide useful models and
materials for the coming commemoration.  _ ; - -

- It is most appropriate that this first quarterly feature the text of the
Constitution. The copy we have chosen (which begins on the inside front
cover) is one of the first printings of' the document in a public newspaper
after its adoption by the Constitutional Convention. In the next issue; we
will include the text of the Amendments to the original document.

_. We hope that you will tell us how you are using this Constitution.
Since our clientele consists of Bicentennial program developers; we
would like to know how the material in the magazine finds its way to

their constituents, i.e., the public who will participate in these programs.
Such information will enable us to provide the features that will prove
most useful: We look forward to serving you in the coming years.

: a -
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® National Power—limits and
potential

® Federalism—t}.e balarce

between government and the
;individual

o Criminal Penalties—rights of _

- the accused and protection of
the community

® Equality—its definition as a
Constitutional value
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® The Rights of Women Under
the Constitiition

® The ﬁiéﬂié of Ethnic and
Racial Groups Under the
Constitution

® Presidential Power in Wartime
and in Foreign Affairs

® The Separation of Powers and
the Capacity to Govern

® Avenues of Representation

® Property Rights and Economic
Policy

® Constitutional Change and
Flexibility ,
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The Drlgm of t
Judiciary

by PHILIP B. KURLAND

originally, drafted and as it has
existed for almost two hun-
dred years quickly reveals that the
judicial branch was probably -the

Areadmg of the Constntpﬁtngnﬁas

“least well-defined of the three great

divisions of national government in
terms of its organization and its
powers. The provisions of Article
1iI; although listing the various ju-
risdictional categories, made few of
them compulsory jon the national

.courts: Only some |original jurisdic-

tion of the Supreme Court was

- made compulsory] But no constitu-

tional provision established any na-
tional courts other than the Su-
preme Court{” The Convention of
1787 could not reach apreement as
to whether there should _be such
national courts. The Founders were
certainly ambivalent about the utili-

ty of a national judiciary and com-
promlsed the queqtlon by leavmg

gress.
There can be little doubt that the

statesmen no less than the people
of the timie feared a strong judicia-

ry: But they also recogmzed that -

som: judicial power had to be vest-
éd in central government because

the natu;mal government could

solve questions that could not be
left to the partisanship of State

courts—this lack had been_one of

--the weaknesses of the Articles of

Confeder rion. Yetfmstory had

shown that the judiciary, if it had a
great potentlal for centrahzatlon of

engine of repressnon Thus, the

Founders included provisions in

_ the Constitution specifically to limit
“ the authority of the Judges They

carefully defined the crime of trea-
son, lest that concept be allowed to
grow as inordinately as it had under

royal tutelage in the mother coun-
try: They also provided for jury

4

trials inn the original document: In-
sistent demands for still more as-
surance of the supremacy of the
jury over the judiciary led to the

addition of the Sixth and Seventh
Amenglments as well “We, the Peo-

doms of the cntizenry from invasion
by the judiciary.

" "In _Anglo-American " history, the

judiciary had always been the hand-

maiden of the Crown: It enforced
the wishes of the King; serving him
as a political tool, whether enhanc-
ing the royal treasury, or pumshmg
the ng 'S pohtlcal enemles or im-

baxjoggwand thelr vasms Two par-
ticularly egregious examples of
judicial tyranny remained well-re-

memmbered biigaboos for those who

. had the task of framing a new gov-

ernment—"Bloody _Jeffreys;” the
Chief Justice under James II known
for his profligate imposition of the

death penalty; and the Star Cham-
ber; a political court completely de-

void of judicial temper used by the

Crown to punish its enemies. _

_ The Declaration of Independence
iterates charges against the Qrown
for imposing its despotism,; in no
small part through the machina-
tions of the royal courts at West-
minster and the Vice-Admiralty

courts in the colomes themselves

courts were dewces for centraliza-

tlon of power, no less than tools for

Concentration of polmcal power

was one of the great fears of the

constitutional era, but so, too, was
the danger of disseminatirig that
power among the people. “Democ-

racy” was as du'ty aword at tlle end

W;th the examples of the abuse of .

judicial power under the Crown on
the one hand; and the problems of

S

operating. without a centralized
judicjal authority under the Articles
of Confederation on the other,
there were good reasons for the
ambivalence_about making provi-

sion for a judicial branch in the
original Constitution.

" In order to overcome resistance
to the notion of a judicial branch in

the new government, the framers

contended that this branch of gov-
ermment would be innocuous; rath-
er than desirable or useful. In a
famed passage from The Federalist
No. 78; Alexander Hamilton argued:
Whoever attentively considers
the different departments of pow-
er must percewe that in a gov-
ernment in which they are sepa-
rated from each other, -the
judiciary; from the nature of its
functions, will always be the least
dangerous to the political rights
of the Constltutlon, because it
will be least in capacity to annoy
or injure them. The Executive not
only dispenses -the honors, but
holds the sword of the communi-
ty. The legiSlature not only com-

mands the purse, but prescribes

the rules by which the duties and .
rights of every citizen are to _be
regulated. The judiciary, on the
contrary, has ng influence over
either the sword or the purse; no
direction either of the strength or
of thie wealth of the society; and

can take no act: ve resolutnon

have nelther FORCE QQ[VZILL

but merely Judgment and must

ultimately depend upon the aid of

the executive arm éven for the

‘efficacy of its judgments.
However_ inaccurate -a_description
of the judicial power of today; such
rhetoric sounded good in its own
time:

Perhaps Hamilton meant what he

- this Constitution .






were even valid. But their validity
depended on the dubious proposi-

tion—dubious even then—that the:

sole function of ajudicial body was - '

to resolve the particiilar “case” or

“ctmtroversy" before it on the basis "

of law_that was already existent.

When, however, one takes into ac-

cournt the well-known dictum that

he who interprets and applies the
law is the true lawmaker and not he
who promiulgates it, the Hamilto-

nian argument seems more preach-

ment then substance. If one looks.
backward from the Hamﬂtoman ar- -

gument adopted by Marshall in
M'Culloch v. Maryland; doubts
about the candor of The Federalist
"No. 78 are turned into certainties

about its sophlstxcal nature.
In any event, in Marbury v. Madz-

son, Johii Marshall announced, in

the great tradltlon of I:oms XfV that .

has been accepbed by every court

since, rlght ‘down to the Burger

Court. “It_is emphatically the prov-
ince and duty of the  judicial depa.rt-
ment to say what the law is,” said
Marshall: From Marbury to date
there has been continual debate

about the legitimacy of the power

of Judlclal review; the power to -

declare national statutes to be inva-
lid because they contravene the
Constitution: And none has gain-
said Judge Learned Hand's | prop051-
tion: “There was nothing in the
United States Constitution that
gave courts any authority to review

the decisions of Congress; and it

was a plausible—indeed to my .

mind an unanswerable—argument
that [judicial review] invaded that

‘Separation of Powers’ which, as 50 _

many then believed, was the condi-

tion of all free govemrrient ” But
then; “there was nothing in the
United States Constitution” that

provided for the doctrine of “Sepa-

- John Mayshall.

" the text did not besp'e

“It is emphatically the proince
and duly of the judicial dep
ment to say what the taw S,

this score. The Justices were to
.measure infringement of the Con-
on, not the degree to which

...... their own sensibilities had been vio-

lated.
: proclmmed the power of Judxcxai
;. review, he announced the limited
-~ way in which it could be invoked:
other; the courts must decide on
the operation of each. So if a law
- . tion; if both the law and the Con-
. e " stitution apply to a partlcula.r
_case; so that the court must ei-
ther decide that case conform-
ably to the law,; disreg: ding the
Constitution; or confor .
the Constitution, disreggrding: the
law; the. court must ;
which of these cor
governs the case

I.oamod Hand

Drawing by Charles s. Snydo

then; the
Constitution,
jon i perior to any ordinary
16 Legislature, the Consti-

sourts : ar e to regard the
and the Constitu-

tion. R
~ With all respect to the ga

the case to whxch;

the sublectf the leglt apply.

cial review is not
never been, the real i

e
e o ap

of that power

should be. We do know that the arg

cally ‘rejected the |c
coimcxl of revision,

emment body, whe !

fore -the court for adjudication.
There is no suggestion that such

dec1sum was to be treated as a

the national goverhment or of the
behavior of persons who. had not
submitted the cause for judgment.

Constitution and as, t
valid? To say that

on the question f (
power is not the same as saying

If two laws conflict with each -

{HOt such ordinary Act,

s argument, hei'e as m oth- _

thé Court w1th the function of res .
gtheConsntutnontothetaste .

Clearly, however, the power Of

that their discretion is unhrmted on

- be in opposition to the Constitu-

: / a case or controversy properly be-.'

governance_ of other bra.nches of :




Judn"lai review did invoke some drs-
cretion on the part of the Judlcl"f
Neither the Constitution nor t
legislation was so llh.ldly

— _thattheir nieamngs were oby

on carriages was a/‘“direct tax”
_ which_had to be_ dpportioned to
7 meet the terms of the Constitution,
the courts had to decide what a

“direct tax” was. This was a judicial -

problem that had to be resolved
before the conflict between the

. Constitution and the legislation

The Court's chamber in the State House in Phlladolphla, whoro lt m ln Foiru-ry,'l?m

ERIC
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/" could be said to exist.

There was less doubt about the
authority of the national courts to

review state legislation. The Su:

.. premacy Clause specifically subor-
dinates the actions of state courts

as well as state legislatures to the .

terms of the Constitution; and sec-
tion 25 of the first Judiciary Act
. maKes specific provision for such

judicial review: Section 25 was pro-

sent at the creation.” Even so, our
earliest constitutional hlstory rec-

ords the hard-preésed eﬁ‘orts of the

states to.negate the provisions of

unava.lling, not least for the reason

that the Supreme Court had the last-
word on the subject.. As Justice
Holmes orice said: “I do not think
that the United States would come

to an end if we lost our power to
declare an Act of Congress void. 1
do think that the Union would be

imperilled if we could not make
that declaration-as to the laws of
the several states.”

However often the fight has been

joined over judicial review during :




theﬁgourse of Arnerlcan hlstory, the
First Gongress faced more pressing
difficulties in creating a judicial sys-
tem froin scratch. The system had
to serve as a cement and not_a
solvent of the Union; it had to dis-
perse its colrts arong the country-
side and not emulate Westminster

by compelling the people to come’
to the capltal for justlce, 1t had to

body of law of its own, for there
was little legislation and the com-

national JudlClary The First Con-

gress did well; its Judlcrary Act has
long been adm1red as a remarkably
effective Tresponse to practical
needs: Some of the original law
remains in effect today. _

The keystone of the Judiciary et
provided for national courts in ad-
dition to the Supreme Court whlch

with judicial review by the Supreme
Court of state court action on mat-
ters of federal concern, lay at the

ceriter of the conception of a na-

tional judicial function. No other -

modern confederation of states has

established national courts for trial

and intermediate appellate review,
not even in nations covering So
wide a 7te7rptor1al expanse, as do
Australia and Canada.The_decision
of the First Congress to afford siich
national coiirts was probably a re-

sporise to the deficiencies of the
lacked any such system. The plan
devised by the First Congress under
the leadership. of Oliver. Ellsworth
consisted of three judicial compo-
nents to be administered by two
sets of judges: District courts were
to be manned by district judges.
Circuit courts were to be presided
over by a district court judge and
one or two Supreme Court Justices.

Since: marine commerce was at

With the advent of the “second American Revolution," when the states”
rights Jeffersonians replaced the nationalists in the executive and legis-
lative branches, the federal judiciary became the bulwark of national-"

ism.

the heart of the nation’s economic
structure; the district courts were
given jurisdiction over cases in ad-

miralty, a body of Judge made iaw

9£,,m,o,s§ mar!tﬁme,,na,thns,,gf, th,at
era: The protection of.internal but
interstate comiinerce was effected

by gmng,]unsdlctloh to the federal,

circuit courts when residents of dif~
ferent states were involved in litiga-
tion. This tactic protected mer-

chants and credrtors from the

ko

parochialism of state courts which

engage in interstate trade. Again,
the applicable. law was largely
judge-made law in the form of the

coimmon law of the state of ma;l

might diminsh their willingness to

. The circuit courts were also given a

modest role of appellate review of
district court judgments.
Admiralty and maritime causes,
and disputes between citizens of
different states, formed the bulk of
the national JudlClal realm, al-
though there was provision too for
other areas such as enforcement of

national criminal law, which includ-

" ed only federal statutory oﬁ'enses

)

Supreme Court exercxsed appellate .

review of the Jjudgments of the low-
state courts.

The burden on Supreme Court
Justices; if not on _the Supreme
Court itself;, was inordinate because
of the need for;the Justices to ride
circuit: From the beginning the Jus-
tices sought relief from some or all
of their circuit-riding duties, which

tested their endurance and capacr-

ties to the limit; and made the posi- -

tion of a Supreme Court Justice less
than attractive” to the lawyers of
greatest capacity in the new nation.

Still; relief from circuit riding was
not ﬁllly obtained until well into the
nineteenth century

11 — 3 7 mrs Uonsﬂfuﬂan

With the advent of the “second
Amerlcan Revolution,” -when the

states’-rights Jeffersonians replaced
the nationalists in the executive
and legislative branches, the federal
judiciary became the bulwark of’
nationalism: The:judges of the fed-
eral courts, both in their lawmaking
roles andfaiadmmlstratorsrof the
national grand jury system, took -
every. chance they got to forward
the idea of centralized power. The

effort of the Jeffersonians to reduce
the federal courts’ power resulted

" in several constitutional crises but

did not control the courts: Thus; the

Federalists retained an imposing
pationalist counterforce against the
Jeffersonians which helped shape

the new nation:
¢ The - origins of the natlonal ;)udl-

of the Constitution and the Judicia-
ry. Act of 1789; but: they were only
adumbrated there. Like the national .
e}ggutlve if 1 not the natlonal legls-
created 1tse1f in its own image. The
words of Thomas Reed Powell de-
scrlbmg the development of the
power of judicial review are equally
applicable to the development of

the natlonal Jjudicial power general-

Topsy characterizéd her own genet—
ic process may not be offended if I
find a similarity between her origin
and that of what we know as [the

judicial power].... Like Topsy, it

"just ‘growed.”

Ir; Dlstmgulshed Service. Professor in
the College and Professor in the Law
School at the University of Chicago. He
is now at work, with Ralph Lerner,on a

collection of documents relating to the

. Comstitution; entitled The Founders’

Constitution.
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History as Drama: . |

The Constitution in the Feﬂeral Theatre

Project

by BARBARA MELOSH

issues aseumed a prominent
position; both as a focus for
debate over the New Deal and as

Durmg the 1930 s, constitutional

symbolic terrain for the struggle to

. shape America’s future. Franklin D.
. Roosevelt’s broad reform program
raised troubling questions about
the scope of Pre51dent1al power a.nd

w1th1n the constitutional obJecttve

“to promote the general welfare.”

When the Supreme Court ruled

against the National Recovery Act
and other key New Deal programs;

the conflict escalated: Roosevelt's

_attempts to reorganize the Supreme -

Court dramatically challeriged the
meaning of the balance of power
mandated by the Constitution. Less
familiar, perhaps, is the contempo-
rary impact of this discussion: its
reverberations reached far beyond
the well-known leaders of political

life @nd the arenas of government

and judiciary: The plays of the Fed-

eral Theatre Project—-a source far
removed from the usual domains of °

 constitutional history-reveal the in-
tensity and significance of these

issues for other Americans in the .

thirties. Making drama of current

events; several of the productions
deplcted the ongoing battles over .

the New Deal. Two plays and two

pageants took their plots directly ;xf.'

from American history; in these, the

Constitution is cast as a central,

character. Together the plays offer - -

a new angle of vision on the politi- .

lt;lbrnry of &myrnc WPA:

employ theatre professionals from

-the relief rolls. Many of those work-

ing on the Project also harbored.

hopes that it would become a mod-

el for a_national theatre; a_dream

" that collapsed” under the ~intense”

controversy that surrounded the

project from the start. In the end it

arts projects, estabhshed in 1935

children’s plays; foreign-language
dramas, and modern plays. Region-
al theatres were organized in twen-

ty-nine states and the Bistrict f’f.

to New York’s company, the iargest

‘ wnth over five thousand employees

and cut in 1939 as the conservative

- attack on the New Deal mounted.

Nonetheless, the accomplish-
ments of its brief existence were

considerable: It employed _thou-
sa.nds of actors a.nd other theatre

ties. It revived old forms like vaude-
ville; innovated w1th new produc-
tion technique encouraged

prorriisiiig _new playwmghts pro-
duced dra:matlc classics; pageants;

in theatre natuxjally developed the

biggest projects: New York; Califor-
nia; Illinois and Massachusetts all
had troupes employing over a thou-

sand people in 1936. Everywhere,

audlence for drama. Ché.i‘giiig little
or no adrmssion, the productions.

attracted. many people _who had

never before seen a play. By the end -

of March, 1939, attendance figures

totaled more than thn'ty mﬁhon.

Knopenalrprodnetlonof mammﬂmmmllsmmmmmmm :

cal and social meaning of the con- .-

The Federal Theatre Project was

part of what came to be known as -

“Federal One,” the New Deal pro-

-gram for the arts: Funded by the .

Works Progress Administration, the
FTP operated under WPA rules for
-relief agencies. Ni inety percent of its
operating funds were reserved for

personnel, and its mission was to

 thi Constitation:
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pulsed with the energies of thirties’
reform and radicalism; political
commitments both compelled by

. fear of fascxsm and charged with

clared that “the theater must grow
up,” engaging the critical issues of

modern life with language and

forms suited to its new subjects:

_ Several FTP productions brought -
the Constitution to the stage. Of all |
of them, only two were clearly in- -

tended to commemorate the 150th

anniversary of the drafting and rati-

fication in 1937 and 1938. The Con-

stitutionual Convention; a short his-
t;mcalpageant played outdoors on
Wall Street in September, 1937,
grawing curious crowds. A short
play, it nonetheless reproduced the
historic debates over the Constitu-

tion in detail. Befitting the pageant

style; actors delivered set pieces.

" that conveyed the arguments of his-
- torical protagonists. Arena, the
memoir of FTP director Hallie Flan-
agan, lists another pageant titled A
Constitutional Celebration and

records a smgle performance in

Philadelphia on July 20, 1937; unfor- -
tunately;, the Federal Theatre Pro-

Jject collection contains no records

on- tlus productlon A fuﬂlength

scenes, the play 'dra.matlzed the

growing conflict between the col

nists and Great Britain. Thirty-four:

more scenes then provided a

pormlulon tmm tho lemy of

' In a world ra'vaged by war and

depression, valued American in-
stitutions seemed newly fragile;
and Americans, as ever, looked to

the Constitution as a mooring.

in 1789. Although oxllg”tl]g §cﬂpt
survives, it seems likely that this
play was also intended to commem-

orate one or more of the several

anniversaries of the Constitution
" that occired in the_thirties—the

opemng of the first Constitutional
Convention (May 25, 1787), the rati-

fication (July 2, 1788) or the first’

Congress and pre51dent under the
new system (1789). Produced in
Buffalo, New York, it was apparent-

“ly played as a puppet show for high

school audiences. .
_The historical context of that de—

cade lent a new immediacy and
intensity to constitutional issues.

Shaken Americans of all political:

persuasions sought to understand
the economic .collapse and to re-
cover the buoyant optimxsm of the
Americari dream of a new society:
Labor conflict at home threatened

the view of an essentially classless’

- troubles at home undermined trzgil

- in the devastating World ngsaxund

society; troubled observers worried -

that the experienre of depression -
would replace the fabled hope of -
upward mobility with the class con- - -

sciousness of Europe. As economic.

tional American aspiration, _world
wide depression, clouded-tlie vista
of linitless frontiers for an expand

ing capltahsm. Meanwhﬁe, Ameri-
cans who had recently participated

with forebodmg, the rising” tide of' |

fascism threatened an. uneasy:’
peace ln a world ravaged;by.wa.r -




" dramatic innovations and the char-
acteristic political vision of the pro-

ject: Metlculously researched, foot-

noted, and accompanied by
V'o'liiiiiiii'o’iis blbllographles, the
scripts were constructed from chp-
ping files and held to requirements .
of journalistic accuracy. The pre-'
sentations brought an electrifying.

new style to the: American stage: -

QUICk scenes; stnpped down,

mques captured the pace and inten-  tions took a critical view of the
sity of twentieth-century life. Char-~ Constitution; then; they also sought
acterization was minimal, .to defend the American democratic -N.
- emphasizing social types rather tradition and to honor the ordmary and

than .individual personalities; and  Americans portrayed as its rightful -~
the large casts of Living Newspaper  inheritors. In the plays we can read
productions filled the stages to give  one telling version of the cultural

a sense of the diversity’ and ano- ~ history of the thirties’ reform-and ——
nymity-of-life-in.a large industrial-  radicalism. . -

ized society. Over the loudspeaker, iywrights 7@@@7@97}3@ lay; betwe 'Op
the Voice of the Living Newspaper  for the - sources of contemporary _and the ﬁnaie, the scri

linked. the scenes with cdririecnng problems; confident .that the “les-
narrative; berating; cajoling and in- Sons” of history wouild make the
structing the Everyman characters  present comprehensible and point

on stage, the Voice became a char-  the way -to_a better future. One
acter in itself. . Third of a Nation traced the hous-
__Intensely concerned with con- ing crisis to a history of land specu-

temporary problems, these plays ‘lation and urban development tai-
depicted the interpretation of the lored to private profit rather than
Constitution as a part of current public need. Power indicted utili-

req
. medical ‘reporting of ‘new: cases

conflict over the New Deal. As al- . ties' companies and heralded the . . Medicine Show; written as the
lies of the New Deal, FTP writers Tennessee  Valley . Authority; the  eral Theatre Project struggled’
often criticized the tradition ofjudi- New_Deal's solution for under- ' -survive -in .Congress, played

cial review and portrayed both the served rural areas. Injunction  once (m revised form, it 1ate‘

Supreme Court and the Constitu-' Granted presented a sympathetic . opened on' Broadway); it was"
tion itself as the tools of conserva-  portrait of 1 organizing. Triple-  searching indictment of pr
tives who would defend property . A Plowed Under and Dirt (the latter _:medicine and a call for a

over the “inalienable rights” of per-  never produced) probed farm prob- supported system. As. self-con

sons_that Jefferson proclaimed in lems and New Deal responses. In Scious arguments | for social welfar
the Declaration of Independenice.  Spirochete and Medicine Show, the - legislation, the plays all

But in other ways, the plays cele- Living Newspapers proclaimed that - idea that the. New Deal
. brated the Constitution, especially  citizens’ health was the legitimate ' lay within the mandate “top
the Bill of Rights, claiming it as a  concern of the state. Finally, in Cre- ~ the general welfare.” - 0
mangate for the New Deal. The ated Equal, the Constitution ltself  Other Living Newspapers con-
document represented the momen-
tous American experiment; the hiss drama that considered “the bn'th : jj : ;j;:;;

torical effort to embody the prom-  and growth of the/American spirit.” |

ise of democracy in political - The' Living" Newspapers all. ex-,',
institutions. Even as the produc- o plore the role ofthe s 1




review itself. Posing the common
welfare over the rights of property,

the I:lvmg Newspapers criticize the
prerogatives of employers and own-
ers, and invoke the legislatures and

courts in defense of majority rights.
All emphasize that the will of the |
people is the final arbiter in social '
conflicts: government maintains its

legitimacy only insofar as it embod- -

ies popular will. _

Power opened in F%brua.ry 1937,'
and played for ninety-nine perfor-
mances in New York; FTP units in
Chlcago San Franclsco, Seattle and

ductrons of the play: The first scene
showed a blackoiit dramatiiing thé

1nterdependence of citizens in ur-

The Constitution represented the
momentous American experi-
ment; the historical_effort to em-.
body the promise of democracy in
political institutions:

-

competition, Dramatizing the con-
tinuing suspense, Power ended with

a’ giant question mark prOJected
onto a backdrop.
~ The device used to represent the
Court cast doubt on the legitimacy
of judicial review through ridicule

and carlcature Performance photo- A

Judges lack of empathy with ordi-
nary people. The masks themselves

provide a sense of social distance,
an effect heightened by staging that

places the large heads behind and
above the assembled crowd. Even
though the play ends with a condl-

tional victory for the TVA, the Su-

ban communities. Historical scenes preme . Court comes across as an )

—of discovery and invention émpha-
size the liberating | potential of pow-
er. But entreprereurs. soon claim
control over the development and
distribution of this resource, rob-

brng the people of then' rightful

be “the slave of humamty, has
been appropnated by a few who
have made consumers .into “the
slaves of monopoly.” Consumer
suits opposing rate increases fail;

the courts affirm_ the compames

promlses a more Just order. With

the Tennessee Valley Authorlty,

1gnored by prlvate utilities’ compa-

mes /

Written in 1937, the script cele-

brates the v1ctory of TVA in an-

1n1t1al rulmg, a narrow declslon that

on one contested dam: But then an
added scene reports that the pro-

private compames charge that the

TVA violates legal standards of fair |

this Constitution

“unreliable _instrument, unrespon-
sive to popular will. An earher
scene; aﬂirms, “The government is
the péople”; but the play ends on a
note of doubt will the Court act in

the public interest" Written m’ the

campa gn, Power seems to lend

support to lus eﬁ‘ort to. create a

The criticisSm of Jgdrclialﬁrfevgew
unphcnt in Power, is extended in
Inyunctzon Gmnted (1936) The
was popular ‘with New York audi-
ences_though its strident rhetoric
drew Hallle Flanagan s dlsapproval
ra;ma of American labor history, be-
ginniiig with the story of seven-
teeth century 1ndentured servants
and slaves and ending in a trium-
phaanageant of industrial union-

ism. The twenty-eight scenes cover

! a dizzying array of leglslatrve and-

i - judicial decisions concerning the

' conﬂict between labor and t:aprtal

promise of “bread and freedom in

Amerlca, soon dlscover a grimmer .

~ war_of class, and .

reajlty of hard worl( and harsh con-
ditions: Their disillusionment fuels
resxstance, but these heroic efforts

are repeatedly crushed in one gen-

eration after another. An early-

scene dramatizes an 1806 court bat-

tle: Philadephia shoemakers are in-
dlcted for crlmmal consplracy for

. reformer - Frances anht convey

one theme of the scrlpt “This is a
. this war is
umversal"’

. Three scenes show court or legis-
lative decrsrons portrayed as partial
victories for working men and

women: In “Commonwealth vs.
Hunt; 1840” {scene 7), the Supreme

Coiirt defends the right of combina- A

tion: Two Jubllant omdookers_exult; *

“The first time in hrstory' Say, it
practically admits that unions got a
right to exist!” “In]unctlon Grant-
ed” (scene 20) announces many rul-
ings that support employers against
workers, but ends by, announcing
labor'$ triumph;, the Norris-LaGuar-
dia Act. The script explains that the
legislation outlaws yellow-dog con-

tracts (employment conditional on

workers' agreeing to stay out of
unions) as violations of the consti- .

tutlonal rlght to freedom of associa-

Amerlcan Féderatlon of Labor, ap-
pears in the play to proclaim: “As a

result of the enactment of this legis-
latlon the word freedom would

of nghts ‘would have added signifl-

cance for all classes of labor.” But /-
the new legislation is weak: em- '

ployers quickly find that the courts:

are still willing to issue injunctions

against labor organizers. Dramatiz-

ing the National Recovery Act, the

script quotes General Hugh S. John-
son as he defends the right to

strike; but the next scene exposes

him as an undependable ally, vehe-
mently opposed to the 1934~San

EET)
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Francisco general strike. At best,
the play suggests, ‘“leg;slatlve initia-

tives and court rulings are uncer-
tain aids in labor’s quest for justice.

- In scene after scene, Injunction =

Granted shows court decisions

weighted in favor of the owners of
capital. The play dramatizes the use
of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act to

curb union organizing, pomaymg
Grover Cleveland’s arrest_of Eu-
gene Debs in the 1894 Pullman
strike. In the next -scene, two work-

ers dlscuss the xruunctxon. In a com-

o play s-version of t the truth is spoken )

by .the naive worker, who has the -

unclouded perception i pclitical
innocence. As his savvy fnend ex-
plains the ‘arbitrary procedure of
arrest by injunction, the innocent
replies incredulously, “Without trial
by jury?” and his educator so!emnly

emphasrzes, “Without trial by jury.”
The na.rrat}ve reveals the signifi-
cance of the Debs case, deplctmg

the courts as they J-ufy a series of -

temporaJ:y _injunctions against
unions (1922) on the basis of this
precedent. The set for this scene
effectively conveys the message of

judicial indifference to working

people. Cut-out desks occupy dif-

ferent levels of the:stage; they are

lugherl”jiid “hlghest” court. A];

each level bored or snoring Judges
grant injunctions without even lis-

tening to the evidence. A later.

scene, cleverly choreographed, re-

inforces the message: judges toss
around_a_large ball labeled “IN-
JUNCTION.”

The finale brings the argument
up to the present. Astounded laun-

dry workers get the news of the

passage of a minimum wage law in
New York; but the employers imme-
diately. challenge it and the coiirt

strikes it down for interfering with

mdwidua:l coritrhctual rights. The

Natxonal Labor Ré'lé.txons Agt meets

the same resmtan&:e from the jud!
ciary. Reviewing this history, work-

. ers agree that fcondltlons must

change, but: t.hat legislation and
court decisions’ will not be the
source of justice. “Then the answer
is in ourselves. In | you . .. in me

,’.workers must ‘be brought mto'

' speech ﬁ'om J(l)hn L. Lewm, head of
- the new Congress of Industna:l Or-

gamzations, and a stage full of men

and women carrymg the banners of
different CIO unions celebrates the

emerging power of organized labor:
Triple-A Plowed Under explores
production and distribution in agri-

culture from the -point 'of view of

the strugglmg farmer. Early scenes
sketch the inflation and overpro-

duction of World War I, followed by - -

coﬂapsmg markets in the twenties.
“Vicious; Circle” emphasizes the
devastating impact of agricultural

depression on the whole economy:
In' the/ next scene; farmers fight

back. /The script - sympat.het;cally

presents farmers dumping milk and

prices, and shows nelghbors resist: <

ing foreclpsure by buying out the
banks in penny auctions. _ _
Like Injunction Granted,; THz’jléi

, Al’towed Unider portrays class divi-

sions as a fundamental threat to

demou'atic ideals. In one scene; a.n

' elegantly dressed ,couple dines in

an experisive restaurant; the man

1boasts ofi "his investments and

e

_sta&exsadrabfanﬁhouse

" positions condemn the injustice- ef

. Seeks to undermine both passive

" judgmient on the Jjudiciary. Implaca-
" ble opponents of the New Deal, the:

' justme{lt Act) is shown asa pan:ial

scene playe(i later; one half

scarce. The heavy-hea.rted 7armer

goes outs:de t.o shoot ins

gnette; dlsda.ms the. ofh'mgs ofan' ,
obsequious waiter. Finally she ac-."

cepts a roast pig: The playwright
notes in parentheses; “I think the
audience will get that this matches

her own piggishness.” These juxta: -

class privilege in a dramatic rhef
ric that implicitly calls for redism

bution of wealth:
In its central message, the play

acceptance of inequality and pas-
sive dependence on established au-
thority. The New Deal appears' as
well-intentioned but often ineffec-
tual against powerful.vested inter-

ests. The play rrenders a_harsher

courts have betrayed their trust:as
the representatives of justice. '

‘Triple:A (The Agricultural Ad:



solution for farm problems Heru'y
A: Wallace, Secretary of Agricul-
ture, is the hero of the play; the
script approvingly guoteﬁsihlsi inter-
pretatlon of the crisis: “As our eco-
nomic system works; the greater
the surplus of wheat on Nebraska
farms, the larger are the breadlines
in New York City.” But the New
Deal alone cannot remedy the ills of
farm depression. The Script goes on
to depict a farmer buying a shirt
with the money he has received for

not growmg wheat only to ﬁnd that -

; sharecroppers 7who try to claim

their share of the allowance: In the
cmes rlsmg meat prices spark a
""""""" Meanwhile,

- Imany still go hungry

'

The._ judiciary eviscerates even
the faltering and imperfect justice
of the New Deal. In a climatic

scene; the Supreme €ourt holds Tri-
ple-A unconstitutional. The script

uses the language of Earl Browder,

head of the Communist Party-USA,
to chahenge Judxc1al *ev1ew “The

‘Amerlcamsm and the Constitution

into instruments of reaction; but
neither of these things belong [sic]

* to them. Nowhere does the Consti-

tution grant the Supreme Court 7

power over Congress; but; it ddes

make Congress the poteh ial mas-

ter of the Supreme Court: I repeat;
~.the Constitution . of the_ United
States does not give the Supreme
Court the right to declare laws
passed by Gongress unconstitution-
al.” Thomas Jefferson provides a
more traditional authority for the
scene; the scrnpt also quotes him, to
affirm that 'the ultimate arbiter is
neither Congress nor the Supreme
Court, but the people. The scene
calls for a- constitutional conven-

tion. The Voice of the Living News-

paper mtones “Farmers voted; by
more than six to one, for continu-
ance of Triple-A.” A ‘crowd gathers
to discuss the Court's decision; in

angry murmers, some complain
that it does not represent the popu-
larwill. In defense »f the Court, one
man muses, “They say the peonle
wrote the Constitution ...”; but an-
other cuts him off brusquely ‘Them

people have been dead a long time.”
The Court’s betrayal is complete in
scene 23, “The Big Steal,” which
reports the later decrsroh t.hat held
processing taxes for AAA 'unconsti-
tutional_and .ardered the levies re-
turned. The title of the scene comes
from, Wallace’s denunciation of the

decision as “probably the greatest
legalized steal in American history.”

‘Many scenes urge direct action

as the only effective response and
as the authentic expression of dem-

ocratic will. An early segment por- .
trays Milo Renos farm holiday as a

promising movement_that compro-
mised too_readily. The play ap-
plauds various grass-roots ‘organi-
zations of small farmers; quoting
the Secretary of the Farmers' Na-
tional Rehef C:th:e[eijpiiwho
praises the " ... real dirt farmer .

He has taken matters in his own
hands because he knows that no
one else can do the job-as well as he

can.” “The finale underscores the

. tfarmer of heroic scale, farmers and

urban dwellers gather to form a
Farmer-Labor Party; and the people

- prepare to-reclaim their govern-

ment.

d1rect action _in a polemlca.l scene

that shows the people educating

the Judicmy Tlus play dramatizesa

Triple-A. Plowed . Under, the 1933

incident in I:eMars, ioWa, where a

‘ masked group of farmers threat-

Bradley in an effort to force him to
stop signing foreclosures. The
script deliberately challen:es defer-

ence to authority for its own sake,
endorsing rebellion when law fails

to embody popular will. In the

courtroom, the judge provokes the

angry petmoners by ordermg them

theu' hats in “hxs" courtroom. The

defiant farmers retort, “Th’ hell it’s
your courtroom! We built it with
our tax money ... or our fathers

did!” When the judge equivocates
on the petition to.stop foreclosures
the farmers forcibly remove him to

a country road, where their harsh

words and rough handling of the -
unyielding judge_ _proceed to a
threat of lynching. The judge repre-
sents the claims of traditional au-

thority and the rule of law-Heprays——

for the farmers, a gesture they re-
buff, and refuses to yield in defense-
of his oath of office: he_is sworn to
uphold the law, and foreclosures
are Jegal. Ata stalemate, the farm-
ers finally back off; one even offers
to drive the judge home. Though he

has not given in, the judge is shaken

-and humbly - acknowledges the

farmers’' perspective. on the law.
Declining the ride, he says, “No
thanks. I'll walk. I want to think this -
out: Maybe the bench isn't so sa-
. after all” [elhpses and em-
phasls in original]. -

John Hunter Booth's Created
Equal (1938) opened in Salem; Mas-
sachiisetts and played in Newark,
New Jersey, Springfield, Mass;; and
Boston: Taking -its title from the
Declaration of Independence; the
drama contrasts Jeffersoniah natu-
ral rights with Hamiltonian concern
for order in a straightforward

Beardsian interpretation of the

Constitution: Booth's preface to the

" script_explains his revisionist view:

“The Declaration of Independence

promised equality: The Constitution

LA
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established a propert1ed class:
Amendments_to the Constitution
are slowly ﬁllﬁlhng t: . promise of
the Declaration.” The wide-ranging

script interprets American history
through this lens. Early scenes dra-
matize the years of the Articles of

Confederatlon elite pressure for a .

stronger federal government; the

debates over writing and ratifying
the Constitution, the designing of

the Bill of Rights: The dramatic
tension of the play comes from the
depiction of a growing threat to
democratic prormse The Constitu-
tion places property over _liberty;

-slavery poisons national life; “this

dollar ‘civilization” compromises

the frontier spirit. Constitutional

The play « celebrates the Thlrteent.h

Fourteenth; and Fifteenth Zmend-
ments abolishing slavery and guar-
anteeing the rights of free blacks,
and, in several variant versions; the
script depicts women's suﬂ‘rage as
a victory for democracy.

Booth floundered for an appro-

priate ending: Extant scripts in_the
Federa.l Theatre Pro_;ect archlves

snderably in ‘tone and content and

earlier scrlpts suggest that stlll oth-

er versions existed. The New J. ersey
script; the most didactic, gives
pointed speeches to the Voice of
the Living Newspaper throughout
and emphasizes the Declaration of
Independence; a recurnng refrain

warns, “Men aren't free by merely

saying so." Its economiic interpreta-
tion is the most explicit. For exam-
ple, this annouricement prefaces a
scene of the Gettysburg Address:
“A Truth isn't self-evident by mere-
ly saylng so. One truth for the peo-
ple ..

" and money In 1861 we again fought

a war tO malntaln a_united natlon

'

Created Equal zﬂm‘tmtes the thirties’ intense concern with the meamng
and realization of democratic promise, and the tmportance of the Con-
Stitution as symbol and structure for Americans during the depression.

or a self-evident:truth of the peo-
ple” [ellipses original]. But the end-
ing is mild, endorsing the Works
Progress Administration as *“the
voice of the:American people and
the vanguard of the new econo-
my.” The musical finale, “This is the

Song of the People proclaims so-
cial welfare as the mandate of the

Founders, an interpretation which -
would probably have come as a

surprise to them:

.. Derriocracy is not a word.

lt means work and food:
And schools for our Kids.

A place when we're old and care
when we're sick.

_ To build for all men, than no man _

may need,

This is democracy: _

That we the people build ... °©
_In another script, marked “Final

brcadllne d1scusses the depressnon

the speakers castigate themselves
for allowing the rich to run the
government. WPA workers call
themselves - 7the new pioneers

part of 'the new order of things that
places human welfare bejore cash
dividends,” as “First Laborer”

" notes; “Sort of trying to make good
‘the promise of the Declaration.”
The last speeches underscore the

message of the earlier Gettysburg
scene in the call to_action: “Now-
before it's too late! Let -us reaffirm
to a world turning to tyranny;’

(crowd): “That government of the .. -

people; by the people; and for the
people, shall not perish from the
earth"' ]

promlse of the New Dea.l comes

through in yet another script, also
labeled “Final Version.” In this play,
the last scene directs actorS to

"make a lot of vague, meaningless

19

listeners’ participation.

" be welcomed :

motions with their tools” as panto-

er e:gplalns to the audlence “This

expedient; this sop to idle millions,
is not the answer.” The gr,oup,
choruses, “No,; it's a compromise.’

The leader rephes “And ‘compro-
mise. we longer cannot ... In 1776
equality was promised.” The chorus
affirms, “It's writtervin our peclara- '
tion,” and the leader cries, “A
Plédge ,that, is made should,be re-
deemed.” The last lines, spokén di-
rectly to the audience, exhort the
“>.. Make
good the promlse For you are the

Gome' ‘Say it with me—(points to

am the People 7and the People Me'"

Contempora:ry response to the

sy surroundmg the Federa.l Theatre.
Project, particularly these Living
NeWspapers The Boston Chnstzan

pralsed the pla 's revisionist v1ew

“Many spectators will doubtless get
a new notion of . history; for the
telling differs materially from that

of the school textbooks: It contains
less of illusion and whitewashing; -
more of rea.hsm For that, it should
: the play raakes it
clear that the battle for democracy
has not been won yet. is this sub-
versive doctrine?” In a more skeptl-
cal vein, another reviewer wrote in
the Boston Globe; * .
termed a vivid dramatlzatlon of his-

tory. On. the other hand it is proba-
bly no mare complete a picture of

. the American past than the rose-

colored spectacles method.”

In Springfield, Massachusetts, an
energetic publicity man promoted -

-the drama as a celebration of Amer-

ica: With more enthusiasm_than ac-
curacy, he declared that “The plot
is based entirely on the Constitu-

tion laying special emphasis on the -

this Constitution

. This may be




fact that B ailjﬂrpfepfgreﬁgregted
Equal '” He assured potential audi-
ences; “there is no _political propa-
ganda, no Communistic or Socialis-
tic tendencies or trends involved,
and it is historical only;” hastemng

to add, “history in the form of inter-

esting entertainment, nelther dull -

nor dry, but very pieasmg A pa-
rade featuring seven drum-and-bu-
g)e corps led the way throuigh town
to the ﬁ5§t77performance, promo-
tional banners read; “Restore Your
Falth in Amerlca see Created

advemsmg, the play received tepid

~ reviews. One reviewer thought it

was mere historical pageant:y; the
other, from the. Springfield Ba’dy
Republican (May 25, 1938); de-
scribed its soclallst preaching”
and “laudatory” attitude toward the
New Deal:

In New Jersey;. the actors them-
selves split over the play.- The con-
servative Veterans of the Theater
League denounced it as subversive;
citing its deliberate emphasis on
crowds and slight attention to the
Great Men of_American history.
Others in the New Jersey unit de-
fended the script and demanded

_ that the play go on. Unfortunately

no records of this performance re-
main; the account of the controver-
sy comes from Arena: Flanagan
writes that the New Jersey_protes-
tors reported the play to the Dies

Commiittee, and the hearings on the _

lnvestxgatxon of UnAmerican Prop-

“aganda Activities contdin a brief

discussion of Created Equal.

The play illustrates the thirties’
intense concern with the meaning
and realization of demmocratic proin-
ise, and the importance of the Con-
stitution as symbol and structure
for Americans during the depres-
sion. Though Created Equal was
produced in 1938, the 150th anni-

versary of the ratification. of the

this Conatitution -

Constitution, nothmg in the scripts;
production records; or reviews indi-
cates that it was part of a self-
conscious commemoration of that
historical event. The only allusion
to the anniversary appears in the
purple prose of the irrepressible
Springfiel publicity man, Robert V:
Johnston; - who wrote;, “It is un-
doubtedly the consensus of opinion
that the presentation of this play at

this particular ume is -more than

so, with the re-enactment of the
deeds ‘accomplished by our forefa-

thers; and the trying times thru [sic]
wh1ch they lived, that our faith in
America may be reborn, and the

love of our country remain unsha-

. ken.” The passive voice, over-insis-

tent emphasis, and unchargﬁcﬁterrsgc
qualifier "probably" all suggest that
the idea of a commemoration exist-
ed only in -Johnston’s fertile imagi-
nation. Instead, in Created Equal,
as in other Living Newspapers, the
Constitution assumed a role not as

historical artifact but -as-a docu-

ment with vital relevance to Ameri-

ca’s present and future. . =
Nor-was Booth'’s revisionist view

simply an aberratlon The Buffalo

Flanagans Arena mdicates that it

. was produced as a puppet show for

high school audiences; suggesting
that it was probably part of a con-

stitutional commemoration; the

script itself is cleg.rly modeled after

a Living Newspaper ‘The short

scenes pnrt:ray hl/story in a series of-

dramatic vignettes with connecting
narration supplied by the “Voice of

‘the Liviiig Newspaper.” Less wide-

ranging in its historical scope and
more understated in’'its rhetoric;
the play nonetheless sets forth a

Beardsian, mterpretatlon I;lke Cra-

" defenders- of

opens with a scene that dramatizes
the promise of America; hopeful
sailors dream of “land and free- -
dom” in the new country. Subse-
quent wgnetbes celebrate popular

whether imposed by the- impenal

British or the colonial elite: Scene
10 matter-of factly proclalms “the i

'play shows farmers; artisans, and

small_businessmen as one group
united by common interests against
a dominant elite of large landown-
ers; merchants; lawyers and specu-
lators.

Makmg common cause agamst

British excesses; Americans falt
into new divisions after the Revolu-
tiori. The play’s argument becomes
confused here. A number of scenes
suggest that government under-the—
Articles of Confederation was inef-

fectual: various interest groups im-

plore a paralyzed Congress to do -
more. But as the Constitutional

" Convention frames a stronger cen-

tral government, the same constitu-
encies protest that the new plan is
undemocratic. The Federalists re-
ceive a uniformly bad press: the
script indicts “them_ for the sub-
stance of their plan; for the secrécy ,
of the Constitutional Convention; . |
and for coercion and assorted dirty {
dealings in the fight for ratification.

In Scenes that sympathetically por-

tray popular resistance to the rati-
fication; anti-Federalist farmers
condemn the * R1ch ‘Man's Constitu-- |

tion” In the la te the true

St minute the true
emocracy recover
the initiative: the ending celebrates ]
the compromise that incorporatéd

the Bill of nghts into the Constitu- / '

tlon -

was a symbol‘ with complex mean- | ; .
ing: On'the one hand it represented
the political structure as it was, a

history and current reallty viewed
J ;

; ], [ : i




critically in the documentary plays.
Often the courts, the legislature,

and the executive branch were por-
trayed as captives of special inter-_-

€onstrtutlon, which embodies rep-

d1rect democracy, often stood for
what had gone wrong with Ameri-

ca: On the other hand; the Bill of
Rights,; seen as preserving the Jef-
fersonian values of the Declaration

of independence; was repeatedly

celebrated the American experl—
- ment in democracy, Though the Liv-
ing Newspapers.were often sharply

critical; their rhetoric was never
couched in the language of alien-

ation._Rather; the plays criticized

fh°-dlsenfranch1sement of ordinary

men and women and called for a

ment. The ‘dramas directly ad-
dressed the issue of twentieth-cen-
tury political alienation, challenging
Americans to shake off helpless-
ness and passivity; to understand
their history, to take responsibility

for their futures: Beset on all sides
by evidence of the overwhelming
problems of mass society, the Liv-
ing Newspapers reconstructed -an
1deal of democracy that resembled
: the d1rect government of the town

These interpretations did not go

unchallenged The Living Newspa-
pers were the most highly visible of

all’ the Federal Theatre Project pro-
ductlons, both because of thelr dra-

theu contempOra:y subJect matter:

Making drama of current events,
the plays brought new life to the-
atre but also took the Project along

a rlsky pohtlcal course: The Eiving
~Newspapers could not have been
done if the official mandate of ob-

Jectmty had been strictly observed;
wntlng plays demands selection

T 18

ests;-“slaves”-to -capital;~and’ “The"" .

The lel qf Rzghts seen as preservmg the feﬁ’ersoman values of the Dec-

" laration of Independence, was repeatedly mvoked and affirmed in plays

that celebrated the American erperiment in democracy.

process which in itself i 1mposes an
implic . interpretation on the sub-
_ject. Committed to an art that spoke

1o~ contemporary ~fssues; Flanagan
__mev1tably ran aground on questions

of the proper role of a federally
funded theatre. Conservatlve critics

of the New Deal resented the Living

Newspapers as, propaganda. for

Roosevelt. Others charged that the

plays went beyond the politics of
the New Deal to preach socialism
or communism., And meanwhile;

Communist Party members them-

selves sometimes found the Living
Newspapers too vague and concil-
iatory; for example, the Daily

" Worker- criticized In]unctwn
‘Granted because the finale champi-

oned labor unions unstead of call-
ing for a workers’ party. The House

Select €Commiittee to Investigate
UnAmerican Propaganda Activities
had the last word. Among the plays
they challenged were One Third of
a Nation, Medicine Show, Power,
Triple-A Plowed Under and Creat-
ed Equal. The investigation made

the Federal Theatre politically un-

) bouchable, whem the New Deal ran

gress, this program was one of the
first to be traded off as New Dealers
scrambled to/hold together a crum-
bling coalition:

The pohtlcs of the Federal The-
atre Project| seen in 1t,s depictions
of the Corstitution, embodled a

populism that was characteristic of
many th1rt1es reform and radical
movements. 7M707§t7 of Wthef specific
programs lendorsed in the plays
came straight from the agenda of
the New Deal One Third of a Na-
tion favorably presented the New
Deal’s housing program; Medicine
Show called for a F deral program

S T e

‘ Power pralsed the Tennessee Valley

- T
o ‘s
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. subversive:

Authorlty, ) Injuncgzgn - Gfrq.gz}ed
urged workmg people to exercise
their legal rights to organize; Tri-

ple A Plowed Under supported the

though it aiso suggested that_ the
New Deal had not done enough to

-cure’ farm_depression. Still, in im-

-porta:nt ways, the rhetoric and vi-
sion of the playsidrdﬁdepart ”from ,
New Deal liberalism. Whlle most
New Dealers sought to’cure the
excesses or imbalances of capital-

ism, the Living Newspapers implic-
itly (and sometimes explicitly) por-
trayed capitalism itself as a
distortion of the American dream gf

liberty and equality. These posi-
tions drew ﬁre from anti-New Deal-

ers eager to label its programs as

Whether_ seliconsclously ragical
or simply New Deal liberal, in retro-
spect their solutions seem naive in

their simplicity and forced in their
optimism. Nonetheless; in a world

. menaced by fascism, the L1v1ng

Newspapers made a commltted
stand against mass polltlcal apathy
They pushed their audiences to
“think about their place in a collec-

tive  social life; to .challenge . the
clalms of establxshed authonty, and

of citizenship. If these plays seem
dated; it is perhaps because we are
more deeply resigned to our’dis-
tance from political power. The Liv-
ing Newspapers were electric/with
the speclal intensity of political cul-
ture in the depression. Turning

back to them; we can glxmpse th

. fears and hopes of that critical mo-

ment in American history. And, dur-

ing the Bicentennial of the Gonstl-
tution; the: history .of these plays
cari challenge us to celebrate that

- anniversary by reﬂectlng again on

the meanings and future of our
democratic institutions.

... this Constitution
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Tlie Gonstltutmn in the Twent"

This a‘mcte by Senatc;r Chuﬂes McC Matmas ar; mauyurates afea-

ture which will appeair Jrom time ta tzme in tﬁw Constitution: observa-

tions by public 0

raises thought-y rovokmg qu’e:stwns about the apptzcatwn of constztu-

tional protecti

works. We Look

of privacy in the age of sophisticated computer net-
orward to your response.

rst Cent

l"'V

by SENA TJQR_CHARLES:}WCG—M %

Tms artzclé zs excerpted fmm a’

speech Senator Mathias delivered
on Constitution Day, 1982,

he gmde to the bummg consti-
) Wﬁrg;tfgentugy will not be found
in the text of the Constitution itself.
The best way to predxct the future
of the Constitution is to try to fore-
. see the social problems which
* American society will face in the
century ahead. The research of the
futurists gives us a pretty good idea
of some of the developments that
will shape oiir society in the de-
cades to goxneﬂone of those devel-
opments is a:lready wel underway
the phenomenal increase in the

power of the computer, and the

threat it poses to the privacy of
Americans,
Today,; the computer has become

indispensable in commerce, indus-

try. and govemment Increasingly; -
information is shared from one

" computer to another, covering vast

' dlsta;nces in seconds The financial,

ords of a.lmost every American are

stored away in some electronic
memory. Computers do not discard
information, unless ordered to.

. They do not forget it. They amass it,

retain it and produce it indiscrimi-

" nately at the touch of a button.

_The accelerating tempo of devel-

only mean more complications
ahead. One knowledgeable futurist

predicts that”a century from now

detailed tabs on every human being

... in_any country; and to update the
* information every minute or so.”

“That is a chilling prospect; It calls

_ .up visions of George Orwell’s 198%,
with Blg Brother watching every

citizen’s every move“Where-wouid—ﬁt—ﬁrst—only—a—few—fapstghted—

that leave the cmzen s right to pri-

‘vacy?

Alt.hough t.hat right is ot men-

tioned, anywhere in the Constitu- -

tion; it has been implied by judicial
decision from a number of provi-

sions; notably the Fourth Amend-
ment, which guarantees the right to

- be free from “uiireasonable search-

es and seizures”. The history of the

“may' shed some_light on_ how the

Constltutlon will meet the chal-

lenges of the future: .~

The practical problem whlch the
Fourth ‘Amendmerit was designed

_ to deal with wis the so-called “writ

of ussistance”. This was a general
warrant which authorized officers

'0f the Crown to search homes and

property for smuggled goods. The
warrants did not Specify whose

property was to be searched, or

‘what evidence was to be looked for.

Colorial ‘outrage over these Writs
helped fuel the fire of revolution: So

it was not.surprising that the

' Fourth Amendment was included in’

opments in computer Science can'

computers will have developed to
- the point where “it would be possi-
- ble for a centrel computer to keep

It is fair to suppose that Madlson

and his colleagues. believed that
they had protected the people once .
and for all from unwarranted intru--, -

sions: But; of course, they could not

foresee the electronic age.- They
‘could not foresee that techriology = -
would make our homes and our

private lives accessible, even when . -

shadqsgrgd,raﬂ!!,, .

In our time, however, ﬁreasmg—’ o
ly sophisticated clectronic technol-- - ::
ogy has spaw..ed opportunities for .. .

-unauthorized intrusions: never
dreamed of by the framers of the
Constitution. With electronic prying: - =
threatening to burst the restraints
of the Fourth Amendment; another.” -
practical problem cned out for a-

solution.

people realized this. For example;
in 1928, the Supreme Court dealt

thh wn'etappmg for the ﬁrst :rme,

' States. Chief Justice William How-

ard Taft wrote the majority opnuon -
He ruled that wiretapping was not a
search and seizure at all. There:had
been no illegal ‘éntry, he wrote; be-
.cause the tap had been placedgut-‘ '
side the defendant’s property. Only
the spoken word had been seized,

and the spoken word was not- pro-'
tected by the Fourth Amendment.
In short, Chief Justice Taft . applied
‘€ighteenth-century - concepts
property law to the twentlet.h-cen-f
tury problem of wiretapping. - " -
Forturiately, we also find in’ t:he .
Olmstead case a more practical'ap-":." .
proach to the Fourth Amendment.. "
Justice Brandels, In his famous dis-

sent, produced an histoncrdeﬁnl

imakers of our Constitutlon,” he

wrote, “sought to. protect- Ameri-:
cans in their beliefs; their thoughts;
wtheir emotions, and their sensa-

tions ‘They conferred, as agmnst-




v

“The makers of our Constitutiom_sopght, t_Qprotect Americans in their | i ;!

____beliefs, their thoughts, their emotions; and their sensations. They con-|
ferred, as against the government, the right to be let alone—the most |
comprehensive of rights and the right most valwed by .civilized men.’ "

—Justice Louis andezs ,

_ zgainst such invasjons - of personal

security?” To Brandeis; the answer

~ was obvious. “Every unjustifiable

n upon the privacy of the
sl wiatéver the mearns em-

o ployedmust be deemed a vmlatlon
- - of the Fourth Amendment”.. :

It took almost forty years, but

eventually the Supreme Court:de-

cided that Brandeis was right..In a
1967 decision, the Coiirt held that

warrantless wirétapping violated
“The

- Fourth Amendiment,” the Court de-
‘“‘protects people;, not’
) places” (Katz v. United States). :

. The futurists tell us that-an all- o

clared,

seeing, all-knowing computer sur-

veillance system will be technologi-, :
cally possible within a few decades. - -

William Howard Taft.

- Office of the Curator, us. Supreme mﬂ;

‘the govemment the nght to be let

alone—the most comprehensive of
hglits éiid thé i'xght most valued by

- Brandeis understood that the .

-Constitution protected this right to
privacy against all sorts of threats,

posed by all sorts of technology: It

prevented a' modern police force
from an unwarranted telephone tap
as surely as it prevented a redcoat

from rifling a colonist’s. desk, and,

meet sumlar ghaﬂenges m t.he fu-

ture. As he put it; “the progress of
science in furnishing the govem-
ment with means of espionageis

. not hkely to stop with wiretapping:

Ways may someday be developed
by whlch t.he govemment w1thout

expose | to aJury the most mtxmaf.e
ocecarrences of the home :::: Can it
be;” Brandeis asked; “that the Cpn-
Stitution affords no i;_ii‘bt’e’ctibii

" So, Justice Brandeis’ frightening

predlctlon is coming true and the
computer and the Fourth Amend-
fnient may be on a collision course.

I have no doubt that the Fourth

Amendment would forbid compul-
sory computer surveillance

'throughout the socxety—the _Big

Brother of ereli’s vxsxon Such an

vaswe——would np away the vell of

privacy without a specific, suffi-
cient. justification. Certainly a re-

gime of universal surveillance

would utterly desu'oy “the right to

be let alone.”
But _harder questlons cluster

' .around the margins of the problem:

Let me suggest a few. .
. First: what if there is. suﬂicxent

justification for soitie surveillance?

The Fourth Amendment:was_never-

intended to outlaw searches. It sim-

ply requires, with limited excep- .

tions; that the police satisfy an im-
partial magistrate that probable

cause _exists to_search a specific

‘place fora speciﬂc item. If probable .

cause is shown, a search may be
undertaken.

. on his or her movements; associa-”,
"tions and activities. The computer

o ' Mexico demonstrates the system in
ln a socxety in whlch a “§earch”

Office of the Curator, U.S. Supreme ccun. o

can be conducted by a central com-
puter, silently; from a distance of -
thousands of miles, without the
subject’s knowledge—does the -
same principle_apply? Or is more .:
protection needed to safeguard the

right to privacy?
Second: what. about smverliance- .
as punishment? Our society is in- -

creasmgly ‘troubled by violent -

crime: We are partxcula'rly fmstrat--; i

when qﬁges are committed by per

sons on probation after conviction
or. on parole aﬂaer nnprxsonment.
help to- Bféﬁii this cycle: A _person
on probation - or-parole is alreac
required to' adhere -to_restrictio

could make it easier to enforce
these restrictions:. -
_A pilot project underway in New

a primitive form. There, some mis-
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- all who refused to wear a transini
- ting 'device: A soclety torture

1t could be that all that would 'sta.nd

had to face. It ‘seems to me t.hat on

J ;“ “...,.,.|.||||;m||ﬂﬂll ||llllalllllll||am"dmmu""ﬂmm

demeanor offenders are outfitted

with electronic anklets, which

- transmit an alarm to a central com-

" puber if the probatloner stmys mone

phbne Every mommg, the comput- :

er prints out. a list of the subject’s
comings and goings on the previous
day. It would be a relatively simple

matter to add the capability to mon-
itor all the probationer’s conversa-
tions. Before long, we may see

more and more offenders . sen-
tenced to continuous surveillance
by the state.

A more effective deterrent to the

repeat offender could hardly be
imagined. The careers of profes-

gional criminals would be cut short;

at a fraction of the cost of incarcer-

feel the cold eye of Big Brother.

What would the Constitutional

response to all this be? After alk; a
person: wha has been convicted of a

crime can legitizaately be deprived
of many constitutional rights. Is the
“nght to be let alone” one of them? -

- Or is this right, which Justice Bran-

deis called “the most comprehen-
sive and most, valiied,” _preserved,

.even though others have been for-

_ Or what about the growmg num-
ber of Americans, who, in_ recent

years, have been willing to trade
some of their privacy for increased

: personal safety? Many have retreat-

ed behind w4lls, into. closed com-

mtuilttes, ‘where visitors can be

| :

atnon And only the cmmnals would i '

: sored legislafion calling for a _federal
 teninial of the Constitution

lenged and: e_)ected it is easy to

imagine the- voters of an entire - -
town deciding to wire their commu- .
nity for sound and video, for moni-

toring by the all-seeing centra} com: - |
puter. The town would bar. entry,te

the fear of crime might.. establis
Big Brother by .popular "demand
Those .who _ valued the;r pnvary

of our purposes in observmg ‘the
Blcentenmal of tlie Constitutio

gt St g o st

J efferson so wwely observed dunn
our. natlon 'S mfancy

1ons change with the chan&

cxrcumstances institutions m@

commission'to commemorate the Bice
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wish as well
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“It is my. v
the cot

Service, 1790-18!0

by MAEVA 1WARCUS JAMES R. PERRY
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JAME'S M BUCHANAN CHRISTINE R. JORDAN,

The most novelf governmental institution created

by the Constitution of the United States is the

Supreme Court Yet Artrcle III of the Constitu- -

portant third branch of the federal govemment It

remained Congress'’s task to flesh out the judici<d
system; which it did in “An Act to establish the
Judicial Courts of the United States,” passed on _
September 24, 1789: Never having had a full-blown

national judiciary in America before; those associ- g

ated with its formation knew they were undertak-

ing a great experiment. Experience would furnish

the best guide for fine tuning the system. Thus the .

early years of the Supreme Court's history are cru:
cial to understanding how this institution came to

occupy the place it holds in American govemment
today.

Both éongress and the presrdent apprecrated t.he

importance of the judicial branch of goverriment.’
Congress; for example; awarded the justices of the

——Supreme Court higher salaries than most other of-
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ficials of the federal government. President George

Washington chose the most eminent men for his
first appointments to the Court. But service on the
new nation’s highest bench brought with it a par-

. ticularly heavy burden of hardship as well as hon-

or; a burden that may have been in some part re-
sponsible for slowing the development of the
Suprerme Court into an esteemed coequal branch
of the federal government.

Most burdensome for the ;iustices was the exten-

srve travel necessary to fulfill their judicial duties: .

Each year, they attended two terms of the Su-
preme Court—one in’ February and one inyAugust. .
Court was held in the nation’s capital (New. York

in 1790, Philadelphia from 1791 to 1800); since no .-

more than one of the justices ever happened to
livé in the caprtal; the others had to travel from
their home states'in order to attend. In addition,
the justices were required by law to ride circuit
around the country. In the Judrciéw Act of 1789,

Congress had created in every state & fedeml dis- -

trict court with a federal judge presiding;-

cuits and required two Supreme Court justices to

attend circuit courts at two places in every district

twice each year. Thousands. of miles of travel were

thus necessa.ry Because of the ma.ny complaints(

6lig’r'ess‘ ‘
then had grouped the district-courts into three cir- @
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from Supreinie Colirt justices regarding the oner-
ous duty placed upon them, Congress, in March,

1793; - amended the Judiciary Act to require the
= presence of only one Supreme Court Justice at
each circuit court.’ .

In letters to family, and fmends the Justices re-
corded the difficulties’ t[aveling msessicms of .
i 1 Io

metimes hthe hefght Ufaspring
flooding: They: occasionaﬂy stayed with frie
with lndividuals to whom they: )

+ and strea.msLsometima atr

good to very baxi As might be imagined these- con
ditions took a toll on-the hea.lth of the JustlceaL
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George Washington, palnting by Rembrandt Peals. National Portralt Galiery, Smithsonian institution, Washington, D.C. } B

the Supreriie Col

presence on the bench, but the difficuity of gettmg
to News York or Pluladelphia also contributed to
absenteeism. That the Court met in the blistering

heat of August and the wintry cold of February
augmented these problems. The letters and. news-'
paper items that follow; taken fromi the period Jan-

accounts of the dﬁﬁcuitles in attending meetings

ness of their constitutional duty as well as their
sofmetimes heroic efforts to fulfill that duty despite
physical discomfort and danger. Several justices

did not serve long terms because of the hardships

involved, and two died in office: In the course of
the uutxal ten yea.rs—dunng which time the Court

was cortiposed of only six justices—twelve differ-

ent men held the position of Supreme Court jus-

Mmor cha.nges have been ma.de m order to

" transfer the following documents into print. Only a

few of the documents have been reproduced in
full. Most begin and énd with ellipses to indicate
that extraneous text has been left out. Spellmg,

capltahzatmn, and punctuation (including the ubig-
_uitous baseline dash) have been retained as they
“~appear in the original. Foritechiiical reasons,

marks of punctuation appearing beneath superior
letters— a common eighteenth céntury practice—
have been deleted. Editorial insertions appear in

italic type within brackets. All the letters published

here are recipient coples, and all were wntten and

signed by the sender. O
The letter from Chief Justice John Jay that be-

gins
the great burden of their official duty and their_

personal affairs. Jay tries to balance his desire to

perform his duties responéxbly with the necessity - ,,f.f* ~oling:

to take care of his family. He is so concerned

about absenting himself from the Court that he ad- _

drésses his explanation to-the president-Jay states

that his coming absence is attributable to his preg- -
nant wife's precarious state of health but also indi-.

cates that his decisiori to remain at home was.in-
fluenced by the lack of sngmﬂca.nt busine=s before
the Court. It is interesting that both Chief Justice
Jay and Associate Justice Williarw’ Cushing (in
0

next letter in the collection) chose-to: wri
Presldent Washmg'bon, t.he head of the ex

miost important factor preventmg or limxtmg t.he:r o

uary, 1792, to August, 1800, provide contemporary -

cade. These docuiments reveal the justices’ aware- .

this collection is a good illustration of the ear-
ly justices’ problem in solving the conflict-between

‘branch Th
ajustlce of 1 4

‘Ghie! Justios: mn Jay to Praaident @ num w--mnmn

January 27, 1702— Naw York

NIW
(Gaorge } Mlmm Papars, i

D

Court, obvious Comlder}ﬂQnL“rBe,me to
mention to You the Reasons of it: Early in

the next month 1 expect an addition to my". " |
Famlly_ Mre Jay's delicate Health (she L
having for mmore than three weeks past

been confined to hef ehamber) ‘renders '
that Event so interesting; that altho she is'
now much better, I cannot provail on my-

self to.be then at a Distance from her; es-

pecially as no Business of particular Im-
portance either to the public, or to
Individuals, makes it necessary— ...

Allullilihmlu wulllmﬁulhluu nrmmm Guorge WIlhInmn
Fabruary 2, 1792— Naw York, New York ‘
{Gsorge Wilﬁ[ﬂgﬁm ﬁpm. mmy ot mwm)

LI take the llbeny to lnform youfthat be«,

~ ing on my journey to attend the Supreme -
Court; which is to sit next monday, I have
“had the misfortune to be stopt here; since
Friday last, by a bad cold atteridgd with
somewhat of a fever, so that the. ‘probabill:
ty; at present; seems against my being able
- to reach Phu_adelp}\m by the-time court is
. to sit. Assoon as my-health’permits, how-
' ever; I design to:proceed there, The travel-
is difficult this Season: . I'left Bos-

“ton, the 13th Jany. in & Phaeton; in which 1
msde out to. reach Mdcﬂeton as the Snow
\;© 80 deep there .

;& now:

’”obllge me to
again wheels seem- neceu;ry, If Judge - ‘
~.7-Blalr & Judge Johnson attend there will be -

- a QuorumLI suppose, as two other Judges

1 f_are upon the' Spot. The ehief Justice; I per-




Chiaf Justice John Jay to Assooials. dnnln wmmn Cushing
Januery 27, 1703— Naw York, Naw York . :
(mm Trest Paine Papers, MImlMllm HMWMII mmy) ’

N .
 New York 27 Jany 1793=
- Dear Sir
I am prepared and purpose to set out for
Phs Tomorrow If the weather should prove

fair. for altho I have regained more Health

than I had Reason to expect to have done
80 soon; yet I find it delicate, and not suffi-

clently confirmed to admit of my travelling
in bad weather. I mention this that in Case
the ensuing week should be stormy; my
abserice from you muy not appear: slngu

lar— It is my wish as well as my Duty to
nttend the court, and every Exertlonfmnt
or

Congress will induce them to fix the
Terms at more convenlent Seusons, espe-

clally as the public good does not require
that we should be subjected to the Cold of
Feby or the Heat of August— Mr Jay Joins

me in requesting the favor of you to pre- .
sent our best Comp!s to Mrs Cushing—
I am Dear Sir your affectte & h'ble Servt

The Hon'ble Judge Cushing— John Jay

Jenuary 21; 1784— Willlamaton; North Caroline
{John Jay Papars; Columbia Unmrmy)

It ls wlth the most senslble mortiﬂcﬁnﬁ-

- pointment of my expectation of attending
at the Supreme Court in February; at= = _
which time I was extremely anxlous to. at-

tend on account of the variety of impor-
tant business which probably will then. -
come on, and of the novel and peculiar na-

ture of & part of it. I accordingly set off so
‘early as the i4th, but was unfortunately

taken sick when I had rode about 40 miles, .|

and obliged to returi. My health has since
got better, but not 50 much 50 as to enable )
‘me to proceed: : ;. :
. If the present Sysbem Is to bontlnuell

Gentlemen whether the first Monday in
~ January will not be a better time for the
Supreme Couirt to meet than the first Mon-

duy In February. It is a.much more certain

time of travelling from the Southward; and
no pnrﬂcula.r ohjection occurs to me in re-
specg to it. .
You witl be 80 good as to inform ﬂl&
_ other Judges of the circumstance which
has unfortunately prevented my having the

pleasure to meet them, and I beg the fa-
vour of you at the same time to assure
them of t.he high respect I consta.r\tly feel .
for them. . '

_ In the next documentary excerpt Jeremiah
Smith; a congressman from New Haimpshire and a
frequent observer of the 7Suprerfnercourt writes to

William Plumer, a leading federalist in his home
state, about absenteeism on the berch. Smith

' seems particularly upset by the absence of John

. Jay who was in England negotxatmg a new treaty:

Fabruaty 2, 1706 Philacalghis, Pasevanls
(Plam mfl'mm mwﬁm;#: s&““‘r’n"f.’h}

The Supreme Court eommenced their
sesslorLon monday... Much of the dignity
- of the Court s lost by the absence of the -

‘Chief Justice— Judge Cushing has not at-
~ tended every day.—. He is under the Care
- of & Physician for & Cancer on his Lip—

He attends part of the Time & in those

without hlm —

Causes where tﬁey cannot make a quorum N

Assocrate Justlce John Blalr one of George

- preme Gourt, gives evrdence in the following letter -
of the great eﬁ'orts made by-;;u§hces to perform '




z
g
@ their official duties. Here Blair describes his expe- .
H] riences while attempting to meet his obligation to
£ 5 obl
ride the southern circuit and his fear that he will
‘not_be able to attend the Supreme_Court in August © be: agaln qualiﬂed to executeft;he dutges of
in Philadelphia. In fact, Blair sent his letter of res- - my office, 1 shall certainly resignit— ... .
ignation to Pre51dent Wahmgton on October 25, . | /.
1795. _ ‘, . ,f,,_,,,; _ . . . / .
. - : The next letter; from :iiisT;er 351365/ Iredeli to h:s
Asycclste Justice John Bialr to Associate Justice William Cushing . __ .o NEXE
Juns 12, 1795— Witilamabirg, Virghila .. . wife Hannah, furnishes a vivid. descnfmon of the
(Haurt Trm Paina Pspers, Massachussiis Historical 8oclaty) troubles faced by the early Justlces id the toll
i these hardships took on then' w!eﬂ- ing:
A B *'vm:n':.:, - |
ST S Lt =T JERTy I ‘Jil (] " {1 - SERRTRN Py
f smaller degree, has since I had the plea- (Charies E. Johnson L'alrmn, North cm na Siats mimnim ar e &
_J sure of seeing you increased so greatly as v Archlm and Mlmm el B
to disqualify me totally for business.__Itis - - : ik g — "’*’*7;%, ‘
- a rattling, distracting noise in my head 1 e . ,/ ISP BN
had much of it at Savannah; besides al- : _ ... 1 arrived here the day before yesterday,. |
most continual cholic. I would fain have after a very agreeable passage from New-
declint%d the decision: of several Admiralty . - port of about 51 hours: The latest letter 1
casesn if I had niot been told that delay : ;elie;{vsgef:"gx;&?g r‘r‘;e' —2&?&2&% 'L‘::;e’w
would be greatly injurious, on account of / | - Newport, which 1 expect will be returned
the prize-goods being stored at a very here. I am perfectly Well, but extremely
great daily expense . This circumstance, mortified to find that the Senate have
prompted me to go thro that busiriess, & al- broke up withiout a Chief Justice heing
tho in a condition not fit for any; & I haye ' pointed, as I have too much reason ngéi'
some reason to fear that in doing so I have that owing to that clrcurstance it ‘will be
effected nothing but work for the Supreme unavoidable for me. to have some Circuit-
court, by undoing what I have done, itis, | |  duty to perfarm this fall Four Judges
however, a consolation to me; that there is ™ out of five were upon duty the last time,
yet a court where my errors may be cor- - . and there is some business, which will
rected__ When I came to Columbis; I - : make it indispensably necessary that two
found much business of the same sort; but - Judges shall be on the Eastern Gircuit..
as in those cases bond & security had : Judge Blair (owing to the Chief Justice’s = | |-
been given, & the goods not-stored, altho I absence) went upon the Southern Circuit = |.- |
this last spring when he was entitled to
heard an argument on two of theim; 1 c] | WS f8SL SPrinp WAHER NE Wed SnLlel N
thought it adviseable (my disorder still in- . stay at home if possible, and. Judge Wilson
creasing) to decline making any decree & ‘ had also several Courts to atténd tho’ it ..
. was his turn tD stay and thﬁey}had wddi-

. adjourn the court—. The satnie cause in- - | - Was 2usS it 1o Sidy
duced me to decline holding the court at- :

_but make the best of my -way home,
Raleigh, A having first dorie every thing I

could to prevent the fruitless attendance .
of others; & from every thing I have expe- 11 Soutn Laroia L no :
rienced since my being at home, 1 have lit-- | anyr presume it will be the mi ddle. Girc ik

sh . N B
ST, | | PR o,




Should 1 be so/ unfortiinate as to ﬂnd thls
unavoidable; . 1 will at all evenj:giggjpme
from the Supreme Court if I can stay but a
ut how distressing is this situ-
ation? It als 1ost distracts me. Were you &
our dear Children any where in this part of
the Counfy
least_—_ But as it is; it affects me beyond all

exprossion. The state of our business is

. now such, that I am persuaded it will be

very selddm ‘that any Judge can stay at
home a whole Circuit, so that I must either

s vould |

resign or we must have in view some resi-

dence near Philadelphia, I don't care how

[retlred?], or how cheap it is. The accotint
. of your long continued ill health has given

mie great pain, and 1 am very apprehensive

you will suffer relapses during the Sum-

-mer. My anxiety about you and the Chil-
dren embitters every enjoyment of life.

Tho' I receive the greatest possible distinc-,
tion and kindness every where, and experi-
ence marks of approbation of my public
conduct highly flattering, yet 1 constantly
- tremble at the danger.you and our dear
Children may be in without my: .knowing it

in a climate 1 have so much reason to
dread. May God Almighty; in his goodness,
preserve you all! At this distance, & not ca-

pable of judging, I must depend altogether

Y

on your discretion to do what is for the

best; whether to remain in Edenton during -

the suminier or not— Draw upon me for

. what yes money you want_— I will endea-
vour to send you some Sherry and Port

Wine from here. Mr Jay was sworn in as

Govertior yesterddy. He was Ln danger of

dying-on his passage, and does not look
well now. I am told, which hgs greatly as- ..
tonished me, that heQiq not send his
nation of Chief Justice till _or three - -
days ago, since the Senate broke up. What~
_ever were his reasoms, 1 am’ e;'suaded it

" was utterly ugjuggi@ap;gﬁ{lfge President
may himself maké a tempo! appoint-
ment, but it is not much to be expectedLl

fear, as few Gentlemen woul chuse to ac-

go in a few days to Philadelp ;

1 should not regard it in the

nd his resig-

o

cept under such circumstances; ’i expect to -

. excerp
excerpts. ver Ellsworth of Gonnectxcut is now
the chlef Jnsuce He replaced .[qu} Butledge ﬁ?ho_‘ s

succeeded John Jay wh
gland, had resngned in Ji

for the Febmary 1768 berm.

Associate Justics Willlam Mrmm lﬂﬂlllmll Pl“MI‘I

" Fabrusry 8, 1798— Phiiadeiphia, Pannsylvania
~ (Willlam Paterson Popars, Tha Siats Univarsity at nmm)

-

- —

]
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;: The Chief Justiee has not yet come on,
and it uncertain, whether he

8 he has not been well for some time:

Judge Wiison is in North-Carolina, and in
siich a bad state of health as to render it

unsafe for him to travel. The other Judses
_are here, and to-day court was opened. I
can form no opinion as to the length of 8

time we shall sit; but, I-hope, we shall rise :

in the course of three weeks at furthest:

Jinjij jrlilll ﬂiﬂimilh Il’ldlll
Februery § end 8, 1788 PMII“IQMI, PIIII!I?WI

(clmm E. Johnson callmhm. IIMﬁ ﬁnﬂrm lmi Wpllﬂﬂim af
m fﬂm:yl o

"_LFebnwm 5]0urCourt ' bégin to

day, but we have barely mgmm consist-
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Jameo_lrbdelu engraving by Saint-Mémin. Mnal Portrait Gallery, Smnhmlihi

btmﬁy employed since Monday, being in
Coirt every day from ten till three. Un.
luekily, the Chief Justice 18 in such bad

hegdth; that he has not been able to come
on, nor is now expected. ¥

N

In the followmg excgrpt Samuel Chase prowdes

the February 1799 term of the Supreme Court and
that would cause him to miss tlie circuit court in
New York. James Iredell, on-his way to Philadel-

phia to attend the Supreme Gonirt ‘had visited

' Chase in Baltimore. . Vi

A
”lﬂﬂllll Wﬂlﬂ “Hﬂlil c'l“' W mlﬂi J“"“ Jil‘ﬂ“ "i“"
Marth 17, 1708— Baltimors, Marylend

.- {Jamas lredell 8t._and Jr._Papars; Diuke: Unlmmr)

* a graphic account of the illness that kept him from

.. For five weeks iﬁél’-jﬁﬁ left Me I was
{leuers ‘inked out] confined to my Bed-
Chamber, and three to my Bed for some
Days I was very il I was 80 very weak;
that 1 couid not walk across my Room_
without assistance. it is 14 Days, this Day,

since I came below Stairs, and 1 have been
only able, this last Week, to go in a close

not the least Hope of belng able to travel
in time to attend the Circuit Court at New
York, on the 1 day of next Month. a Re-

lapse would be fatal. my Cough is still bad-

80 very weak;. that I cannot bear the least
-any but very ge{n‘tle Exercise. ...

-

§

_ The fiéi& letter relates to James Iredelt’s §B§éﬁée

term. Iredell’s circuit the prevmus spnng had been

very arduous because of the trial in Pennsylvania

of John Fries and the Northampton insurgents, The
ificreasing emotional strain on Iredell during the
course of the trial is apparent in the letters he

wrote to his wife Hannah in May, 1799 (Charles E.
Johnson Collection; North. iCarolina State Depart-
ment z‘%Archwes and H'Lstom) Two months after

Bushr following lette

Washington wrobe the foliowmg letter

.the. opening of the Court: The remaining docu®

Phﬂldlfplm Mm Pebruery 3; 1000

James Iredell dled on Octobér26 i'ﬁ?{?.- ‘ B

mumo Jiisticn Bushrod wmnmon lo*hmhh .Iuttlu .Ilmu
iredall Atnnujﬂktnlpmnnuﬂumujtnnmnm o

Arehs ind History)

ﬂmt of the month,; I heard from Judge B
Chace, with great concern that you were ', o

~ too much indisposed to attend the su-

been expoaed during the Circuit was well
calculated to produce this consequence,

and you would have acted imprudently I
think to venture upon so long & Journey in
your then si.te of health. It will afford me

very sincere pleasure to hear of your re- ,.,'
covery. )

by an mdiupoilﬁon 5O severe as to prevent
his proceeding. Fortunately, there was no
business brought on which involved any

. question of importance or difficulty, & the

term was consequently short. I went from
and returned to Baltimore with our broth-
er Chace, whose excellent flow of spirits &

good sense rendered pleasant a Journey
which would ot.herwlae have been fatigu-
. lns & dhiigreable

The next group of ;locuments c;omposed of let-

ters and newspaper articles, demonstrates the con-
tinuing difficulties faced by t.he early justices as
the decade wore on. A letter from Associate Jus-
tice Samuel Chase to his wifé illustrates in minute
detail the hazards of travel that faced the justices
as they. athemghed to get to Philadelphia in time for .

Horth Carolina Stae epartment of "‘

ments show how the absence of the justices from . ' "

the Supreme Court affected the conduct of busmess 1

The Hnn ludge (ll\\!' very n‘trr(mlt o8-
caped bclm.. drowned; a few days ago, in-

-
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vovsiangy e Sipsgiie i, He wis taken
fronid the ever ilttiost ieloss, i

U e Waes on fus i o this Uity
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Astoclate Justice Samusl Chasa to Hannah Chass

" Fabruary 4; 1800— Havrs de Grace; Maryland'

{Dreer Collaction, Historical Socisty of Plnﬂlylvgnlﬂ

... It has pleased God onve more to save
Me from the most imminent Danger of
sudden Death. my Son also in his great Ex- -
ettions to save Me fell in three times and
was In very great Danger: & young Officer
of the Name of Alexander was the chief In-
strument. he.tied a Leather Strap round

my leg, and my Son held Me the whole
time; by my Coat near my Neck; I belelve
about five Minutes. I once exerted myself
So far 88 to get my Breast on the Ice; but it
broke: I was perfectly collected;-but quite
exhausted; I relied only on the protection
of my god, and he saved Me. I am was con-
cerned to see my son in such Danger, but
he would not save himself without saving
Me. a Negroe Fellow (called Ben) was the
.only Person besides Mr Alexander, who -
gave any assistance; there were two french
gentlemen; who were so frightened they "
ran ashore.—. the other Negroes were also

so alarmed that they did not assist, but -
running up all together but my Son
called and stopped them, as all would have

broke in and probably all perished. when I
was haled? out I got on the Baggage
Sledge; and was drawn ashore by two Ne-
groes._ again all would have come to the
Sledge but my Son prevented them. I was
brought in Arms of all to the House. I im-

mediately was rubbed dry and put into.
Bed between Blankets. I fell in before Sun-
rise— At 10 oClock Sammy?® wrote Tom-
my,* and Capt Barney sent to the post of- -

Master [he?] it was not sent. after 12
oClock Capt-Ketty was so kind (with Mr _

Pleasants) to call to see Me: I was then in

fice; by Neglect of the pest Deputy Post =

N,

. Difficulty: My Head was rubbed all over

a littie perspirabal which came on with
with Brandy. [ took a little burnt® and

drunk [Whey?] and Tea. I was afraid to sit

up to_write, and sent You a Message by

well as if the accident had not happened. -

for fear You should think I was hazardous
1 will give You the particulars.— We got
Fere on Fryday about 4 o'Clock. Capt Bar-

" ney sald the Ice would not bear. and could

not easily be cut. on Saturday afternoon

some Persons-crossed on the Ice. on Sun-

* day before Day light one of the Negroes

came into my Room. and desired me to get
up, that the passengers were golng over,
that the Ice had been tried and would bear

& Waggon and horses. when I came down I

asked Capt Barney, who sald the Ice had
been tried, & there was no Danger.—. two

Negroes went before Me with the Baggage
on a sleigh: I followed directly on the

Track. Sammy went about ten feet on my
right Hand. the other Passengers followed.
Myself and Son carried & long Boat-Hook: -
about 150 Yards from the shore; (In about
fifteen feet Water) one of my feet broke In,

I stepped forward with the other foot, and
both broke in: I sent the Boat-Hook, &
across; which prevented my sinking, Sam-_
my immediately ran up, and caught hold of
my Cloaths, and fell in._ he got out and
lay on the Side of the Hole; and held Me

 and broke in twice afterwards... I was

"heavily cloathed. my Fur Coat was very.

heavy when it got wet.— 1 must inform
You of our Circumstance. I had just of-
fered up a prayer to god to protect Me

' from the Danger, when [‘instantly fell In.

‘You know I have often mentioned In-_
‘stances of the special Intraposition? of

providence in my favor, among several, . '

last December in:Annapolis. I believe I *

. was saved by his special favor. and I feel” .

myself most grateful, and shall now have

. cause to remember and to give Thanks._ -




; Satiimy wrote Tommy on yesterday, & I
hope it got safe and made You easy.__— In

Willlam Cushing; Supreme Court Historical sn-lm ‘

& immediately passed in the Mail Boat.. 1
will pass when I can go in the large Boat.

the people are now breaking over, and the

passengers are preparing to go ovet{.] I
» shall stay, at least until the Boat returns,

and be satisfled 1 wilt will not go until
“there is no possible Risque

L Samuel Chase misdated this letter as January instead of
February. When he wrote it; he was “At Captain Barneys;”
tavern, formerly called Rodger's Tavern, at Havre de Grace,
Maryland, on the west bank of the Susqueha.nna River

2. “To draw or pull.” OED.

3. Samuel Chase, Jr. (1773-1841); son of §ng|ue1 Chase.

4: Thomas Chase (1774-1826); son of Samuel Chase. __

6. Samuel Chase, who was thawing out from his fall in the fey
river, means here that “in a little” time, as he warmed up, he
was perspirable, or able to perspire.

6. Le.; burnt brandy.

7. I;e:’ interposition.

Philadeiphis Gazette lﬁiﬁit 12, 1800

On Saturday lasv;, v;he Supreme Court of

the United States commenced its session
in this city. The indisposition of Judge
Chase prevented the Court from proceed-
ing to business on the first day of the .

term. Several important causes will be
heard and determined in the course of the
present week. . ..Judge Cushing (owing to

indisposition) has not attended. . ..

)

Aunclm;umuwmlgm Pljmonjnkmclm Justics William
Cushing_August 19; 1800— New Brunswick, New Jersey
{Robent Treat Paine Papers, Massachuselis mmrmmy) :

'ﬂte conclusxonw be drawn from'this coﬁectlon
of documents is that the Supreme Court justices_

.ware of the mportance of their offi-

were acut-’

cial duties ziid made siricere effofts to meet their

_obligations. But the impediments Congress had.

placed in their way made it difficult for the early

JusthéSAtU carry out their dut'ies m a way that add-‘

cuit court sesmone,)g}let)lerﬁcaused bLMness, the

~hazards of travel, or additional tasks imposed on-
- them by the president a.nd Congress, undermined

their effectiveriess and hampered the: development

of the Court.. Thus at the nd of the first decade of -
the Court’s existence; the justices; though faithfully =
dxscharging their duiy to inherpret the C’Oiistitution,, ‘

Judge Chase, belng indisposed did.
not arrjige at Philads till saturday, the 9h of
the month; when we made a court; and
went thrgugh the business by friday after-

noon of the following week.__ ...

editors of The Documenl’ary}[hlbm of The Supre;ne Court -
of the United States, 1758-1800. James M. Buchanan and

Christine R Jordmare _asgociate ed;tors, and Stephen L. .
'mn mis"sistintediwr. Wilnme 1 otthis multwnlume se-
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For the Classroom

WHAT DOES THE CONSTITUTION SAY

ABOUT SEPARATION OF POWERS

T n_history and governmient.. ll i
miore t lmn sxxlv lcss(ms devcloped by Project '87 with a grant from th
Erndowinent for the Humani This_lesson may be pholowpwd for cl

noted on p .

The_complete b 'Lessons the United States Co
puhlish(-(l m)(l di | igh schools throughout the

ial Studies Developmcnl Cen er, Indiana
| ard Remy of the Citizenship Development Program, Ohio
sity. Paul Finkelman of the University of Texas served as consulting
cditor.
‘87 would hk(- to hézr,nr nth(-r cumculum materials on the Constitu-

¢ ly pre-collegiate. We.will consider

publishing samp 3 g
b tution, 1527 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20()30 Attention:
Ediicational materials:

R('.ul
tmn lh i

h ul the ﬁ)ll()wlng hyp()thetx( 4l statements: Decide whether or not each statement describes
i )rd with the words of the U.S. Constitution. If so, answer YES. If not, answer NO: Circle the

fy thc umhor of the Article and Secnon or the Amcndment to the Constitution Whl( h sur:iports your an-

YES ..NO J

2. The President passed a new federal law, which was needed, because Congress was not in session.

YES NO

3

The ()mml)us Crime Bl" pdbbcd both Houses of Cong,ress The bill has been on the. Presulems desk for 15
(les while (Congress has been in session. Then the President vetoed the bill. . !

YES NO f

4. The U.S. ‘suprcme Court announced that it had es[abllbhed by a unanimous vote of the Justices, @ new fed-
eril appeiils court to Help with the large load of cases: ;

YES : NO

'
¢

5. Actions of the President that violate the law may lead to impeachment by the House of Representatives.
YES NO

this Cons'itution o
Q
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6. Congress passed a law, which the President sngned settmg 7T0asa mandatory retirement age for Justu.es of

]

the Supreme Court.
' ' YES NO

7 lt is the duty of the President to declare the pumshment for citizens convicted of treason.
/
NO , .

YES

8. Congrebs has the power to limit the Presndent s use of federal money.
NO .
/

NO

9. The Presiderit s:gned a treaty Wlth the head ot‘ an Afncan natmn After approval by 23 of the Supreme

Court, it went into effect.
YES

10. Congress may pass a law over the President’s veto by a 2/3 vote of both Houses.
NO

¢

o
Lay
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LESSON PLAN AND NOTES FOR TEACHERS
What Does thie Cofistitiition Say About separatibn of anarg aﬁa‘cﬁécké and Balances? . e

The purpose of this Iesson is to increase students’ knowledge of two related constitutional prmcnptes’( 1) sepa-
ration of powers and (2) checks and balarices. In addition, students should become more familiar-Wwith certain
parts of the Constltutlon that pertain to separation of powers and checks and balances

Connection to Textbooks
ThlS lesson can: be used to reml’o::ce American government textbook t;'eatment of sepa.ljatlon of powers and

ciples of the Constltutlon whlch usually follow treatmients of the Constitutional Conventlon

Ob_)ectlves
_ Students ,are expected to:
- 1. demonstrate knowledge of the constitutional pnncnples of sepa.ratlon of powers and checks and balances by
responding correctly with a “YES” or “NO” answer to each item in_this lesson; -

2. support their responses to each item by listing the correct reference in the U:S: Constitution (Amcle and Sec-
-tion); /

“3. increase knowlege of certain parts of the Constitution that pertmn directly to the princnples of separatnon of
powers and checks and balances; ) :
4. practice skills in locating and comprehending information in the U:S: Constitution;

5. increase awareness of how the Constltutlon applies to the concerns of citizens.

. Opening The Lesson
® Inform students of the main pomts of the lesson
® Be certam that .students understand the directions for the lesson.

Developmg The,Lesson, o !
® Have students work mdmduaily or in small groups.to complete the items in this exercise:

® You may wish to have dlﬂ'erent students report their answers to the items in this lesson. An alternative is to

distribute copies of the answers; when appropriate; so that students can check their responses against the

correct answers.
Concluding The Lesson
®. Ask studernts to explam what each ltem m the exercnse has to do with either separatlon of ‘powers or checks
and balances. By doing this; students can demonstrate comprehensnon of the ideas of separatlon of powers
and checks and balances: : /
® You may wish to have students examine and dlSCllSS in more detail issues and questlons associated with the
items in this exercise: : ' .

: Answers :

. NQ; Article II, Section 2, Clause 2.- ,'/ . : T
. NO, Article I, Section . L .
. NO; Article [; Section 7; Clause 2. ‘
NO, Article III, Section 1.
YES, Article II; Section 4 (Also:

Article I, Section 2, Clause 5).
NO; Article III; Section 1-
NO, ﬁrticle I, Sectlon 3.

No; ‘Article ﬂ Section 2 Clause 2: i :
YES, Article I, Sééﬁi'iﬁ 7, Clause 2. ’/' . ‘ . -

BomNe ¢pwor

¢
[

e

this Constitution
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The Bicentennial of i the Ccmatztutwn in 1987 is only one ina long line of historic occasums Americans have .
celebrated: Historian Milton M- Klein describes some events which marked the Centennial and Sesquicentenrni-

al of the Declaration of Independence.

pendence, and the use of the Big.
Birthday as spectacle and as booster
of American achievements reached a
high water mark in the great Philadel-
phra Exposition on 450 acres_ of Fair-

r,mount Park. The nation had fair warn-

ing of the mammoth caricature a few
years earlier. Johann Strauss, the
“Waltz King,” had been paid $100 000
to come to Boston to conduct a gigan-
teﬁhiéﬂ of the Battle of Bunker Hil I}So
huge was the giant assembly of musi-
cians—there were 8,500 singers and a
1,500-piece orchestra—that it required

100 sub-conductors to lead them. The

' srgnal for beginning the “Blue Dan-

ube” was a cannon shot. All that |

_Strauss remembered of the occasion
‘was that “the noise was fantastic.” Of

the musical rendition he said that the
best _thing about it was the money he
received for condiicting it. The centen-
nial of the Battles of Lexington and
Coiicord degenerated into a planner’ s
nightmare. Fifty thousand people
crowded into the little_town of Con-
cord; a tent holding 6,000 was ready to
received them: So massive was the
press of humanity ini the tent that the

platform on which President Grant

and the other dignitaries sat collapsed .

at the start of the services. Those who
could riot get into the tent kept ‘warm
on a frigid day by consuming all the li-
quor available in Concord aud wander-
ballads—of which_the favqnte was _

“Saw My Leg OH Quick.” Grant left by

train the same day for the concurrent

- celebration at Lexington, but the

.tracks were snarled by a monumental

traffic jam. It took a troop of horse-

" men to escort him into town by car-

riage. o
At Dhlladelph.a in 1876 a gi'ezit Héll

hlgh Corliss steam engme It had taken

5‘,

Rhode 1sland to the fair grounds Visi-
tors viewed the riew typewriter, tele-
phone; pin-packing machine; reaper;_
refrigerator car, and elevator; but they
were more intrigued by the Chlriéée -
exhibit of 6,000 silkworms; Germany'’s
giant steel Krupp cannon, and a plas-
ter cast of Washington ascending to
Heaven on the back of an eagle. On
the grounds; hawkers sold Centennial
fans, doilies, aprons, plates, glasses,
hats; scarves; soda pop; coffee, cigars;
matchies, and buckwheat cakes. When
the exhibition opened on May 10;
100,000 visitors stormed the gates
along with what one newspaper corre-

's'p"oriden't called—m a perfect mala-

dignitaries” The guest of honor at this
commemoration of the birth of the

greatest republic in the world was
Dom Pedro, the Emperor of Brazil.

(The Emperor had a sense of humor.

. He and Grant started the great Corliss

engine. When the Emperor was told
how many revolutions per minate the
engine generated, he quipped: “That

beats our South American republics.”)

The Centennial March was especially -

composed for this American occasion
‘by a German—Richard Wagner. On
July 4; visitors_heard 2 Tentennial
Hymn, especially coramissioried; the
composer was a Brazilian, Carlos
Gomes.

Americans abroad acded their own
lidicrous touches to th: Centermial: In
Monrovia, Liberia, there was only one
Armerican resident in the city, the Unit-
ed States Minister. He observed July
fourth by firing a 21-gun salute with a

- weapon berrowed from the Liberian

government. In Honolulu, the United
States Minister and his wife appeared

at an anniversary dinner dressed ag
George and Manha Wa:cshirigton, with

.';1ans in ancestrﬁl dress smgmg native

songs.

in bankruptcy.

+..1977, pp. 271-73.

The hoopla of the Centennial could
not be equalled fifty years later when

the nation celebrated the Sesquicen-
tennial of American independence

with another huge exposition at Phila-
delphia’s League Island Park and the
Navy Yard. But the exposition ran into
trouble from the start: Churchmen °
protested the Sunday openings, France
could not be persuaded to lend the _

Mona Lisa for display, and it rained for

eighty-six of the fair’s first 130 days.

- Sixteen nations sent exhibits; Germany

contributed the largest group of midg-
ets ever assembled in one place: But
public interest continued to flag. A na-
tion-wide bell-ringing ceremony )
planned for 11:11 a.m. on July fourth
fizzled in confﬁsion over whether stan-

mieant. In any case, the exposition
could not compete for public favor
with the luminaries of the silent-
screen—Mary Pickford, Douglas Fair-

bariks, and Rudolph Valentino—or the
heroes of the Golden Age of Sports—

gndu'on, Helen Wills on the termnis
court; Man 0’ War on the turf; Ger-
trude Ederle swimming the English
Channel; and Jack Dempsey and Gene

Tunney in the ring: The champlonshlp

boxing match that year was staged in

Philadelphia in the hopes that it “would

draw some of the crowd to the fair
grounds. But while over 100,000 per-
sons paid almost $2,000,000 to see
Tunney outbox the Manassa Mauler;
they failed to bail out the exposition,

which ended its six months’ existence

Milton M. Klein; “Commemorating the ___
Afmierican Revolution: The Bicentennial and
its Predecessors,” New York History, July,
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INDIANA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

315 West Ohio Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202

__In observarice of the bicefi-
tennial of the American Revo-
lution, the Indiana Historical
Society sponsored a series of
symposia and lectures. A
number of lectures given at a
variety of conferences and.
workshops in 1972-73, took
the theme of “1876; The Cen-
tennial Year.” These papers, _
later published as a pamphlet
by the Society, included: “En-
gines, Marbles, and Canvases,
The Centennial Exposition of
1876,” by Lillian B. Miller,
Smithsonian Institution;
“Seed Time of Modern Con-
flict: American Society at the
by Walter T. K.
Nugent, Indiana University;
“Art and Culture in the Cen-
teninial Sumnrmer of 1876, by
H. Wayne Morgan, University
of Oklahoma: o
*__The first Bicentennial sym-
posium was held at New Har-
mony, Indiana, May 16-17,
1975. The topic of this meet-

May 14-25, 1976 with papers

_céntered around the subject
" of “The French, the Indians;

and George Rogers Clark in_
the Illinois Country:” A third
Bicentennial symposium took
place at Purdue University,
West Lafayette, Indiana, April
29-30, 1978 on_the theme
“This Land of Qurs, the Ac-

- quisition.and Disposition of

the Public Domain.” The final
Bicentennial symposium was
held at Fort Wayne, Indiana,
April 24-26, 1981 on the sub-
ject of “Transportation and
the Early Nation."
Five pamphlets which in- .
clude the papers presented at
these conferences are avail- _-

cal Society.

this Constitution

>

OREGON HISTORICAL
SOCIETY ~

1230 S.W. Park Avenie
Portland, Oregon 97205
Conitact: Elizabeth W.
Buehler -

' 'The Oregon Historical Soci-
ety made two major contribu-

tiorss to the 1975-76 Revolu-
tionary bicentennial

celebration. First; the Society _

researched, prepared, and
staffed the Bicentennial Ex-
press, a rolling museum cov-
ering 10,000 years of Oregon
history. The Bicentennial Ex-
press traveled the state for _
eight months in 1976, Second,
the Society presented a series

of “Brown-bag lurich-lec-

The series which lasted 16
weeks was held at the His-

torical Center, and provided
noon-time lectures by speak-
ers—teachers, judges, law-
yers, religious leaders and
writers—who discussed the
Bill of Rights in its original
context. The informal lec-
tures were followed by_dis-
cussions of the Bill of Rights
and its application in modern
times.

History; Smithsenian Institution

“A Nation of Nations,” still a major Smithsonian ex-_

hibit; had its genesis as a bicentennial project of the Mu-
seum of History and Technology (as.the museum was__
then known). It includes more than five thousand prints,

photographs; and original objects organized in four sec-
tions. The first, “People for a New Nation,” begins with
prehistoric Indian artifacts; and then explores the variety
of cultiires that appeared in the North American settle-
ments prior to 1800. The second, “Old Ways in the New

World,” continues the ethnic theme, focusing on the ma-
terial culture of the nineteenth century. Objects portray
travel, work; art, religion, and symbols of statusand__

prejudice. “Shared Experiences,” the third section of the
exhibit; introduces the theme of assimilation. The social
and institutional forces that Americanize immigrants are
dramatized by reconstructions of a public school room,
an army barrack, a balloon-frame house: Exhibits about

naturalization; politics, sports; work and entertainment
emphasize that everyone here was expected to become
an American, The final section; “A Nation Among Na-
tions,” examines America's give-and-take relationship
with the rest of the world.
: . s e e

Over 200 exhibits; including more then 30 internation- -
al displays created by foreign nations in recognition of
the Bicentennial; were circulated by the Smithsonian In-
stitution Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES), in coop-
eration with the American Revolution Bicentennial Ad-
ministration. '

While the international exhibits were traditional in for- .
mat—that is, designed for high‘security institutions—the

domestic ones generally consisted of movable seli-con-
tained panels that could be placed in schools, libraries,
and other low-security areas. These displays contained
reproductions of original documents and objects. Among
the most popular was a 1975 collection of manuscripts

of the American Revolution—a collection of letters and

other documents with illustrations and interpretive text.
Exhibits dealing with black history and the black pres-

- ence in America also_elicited a high degree of Interest.
The shiow on the contributions of black women in Amer-
ica continues to travel to museums around the country.




CONNECTICUT
HISTORICAL

GOMMISSION

__The American Revolution
Bicentennial Commission of
Connecticut sponsored and
encouraged many activities,
exhibits, and pubhcatioﬁng»ﬁﬂ

during the 1976 Revolutionary
bicentennial. Every town in

Connecticut participated in
this celebration to some de-
g!‘ee o [
A series of 35 pamphlets
edited by Professor Glerm
Weaver of Trinity College,
Hartford, Connecticut; con-
tains the following issues:
Vol. I Connecticut Joins
the Revolution by
Thomas C. Barrow.
Vol 11 Connecticut in the
Continental Con-
gress by Christo-
pher Collier.

Vol. 1if Connectwut's Revo-

lutionary War
Leaders by North
Callahan.

Vol: XII C‘onuectmeign-
er: William Wil-
liams by Bruce
Stark.

Vol. XX Connecticut Con- .
gressman: Samuel
Huntington, 1781-
1796 by Lanty R.:

___Gerlach. .

Vol: XXI Connecticut Soci-
ety in the Revolu-
tionary Era by
Jackson Turner
Main.

Othe; volumes in the series
range from colonial music
and colonial literature ___
through colonial economic
conditions and work condi- .

tions, For addltlonal tltles

Ptqspect Street; ,Hartford.
Conmnecticut 06106.

\

-| - projects abotit New Jerséy in the Revolution. This too becare

ﬂew Je ersey

hie N ew Jersey !lxstorical Commissmns  Revolutionary Bi-

centennial efforts produced a written record of aspects of
New Jersey Revolutionary life and made it usable and accessi-
ble to the people of New Jersey. . .

As 4 featured project, NJHC published twenty-six pamphlets
dealing v:ith Néw Jersey during the American Revolution. The
series; which is _sujtable for secondary and college students,
consists of concise and readable essays; each about thirty pages
In length. In addition, the series includes two Téachers’ Guides,

These guides contain activity suggestions; indicate community
resources; give bibliographies; and tist non-book classroom .
aids: The scope of thie material eéncompassed by this project is
indicated by the titles:

The Press in Revolutionary New Jersey (Richard F. Hixson)

" Morristown: A Crucible of the American Revolution (Bruce
__W.Stewart) ___ ,
The New Jersey Soldier (Mark E. Lender)
New Jersey's Five Who Signed (John T. Cunningham)
New Jersey's Revolutionary Economy (James H: Levitt) _ _
The Religious Issue in Revolutuman] New Jersey (Edward J.

__Cady) .
The Music of E’ighkentbC'ean New .fersey (Cliﬁi'léé H
Kaufman)

Medicine in Revolutionary New Jersey (David L. Cowan)
William Franklin: New Jersey's Last Royal Governor (Larry
_R: Gerlach) . -
" The Constitution of 1776 (Richard J Connors)
New Jersey Society in the Revolutionary Era (Thomas J.
Archdeacon)_ __
Elian Boudinot (Donald W: wmemmnt)
New Jersey's Whigs (Dennis P. Ryan)
New Jersey's Loyalists (Dennis P. Ryan)
William Livingston: New Jersey's First Govemor (Carl E.
__Prince) .
The Fine and qum Arts in New Jersey, 1750-1800 (Su-

A complete list of pamphlets inﬂrlsseries can beobm;lned
from the Commission’s offices. The Cominission also has a list-
ing of its puiblications in print, and a listing of its out-of-print

publications. Contact: The New Jersey Historical Commission,

113 West State Street; C.N. 520, Trenton, New Jersey 08625. _
In addition to this series; the Commission published several
related parniphlets. Ationg theii are: New Jersey in the Aneri- _
can Revolution, 1763-1983: A Chronology (1974, reprinted
1975); New Jersey in the American Revolution, 1763-1783: A
Documentary History (1976); and The Governors of New Jer-

sey, 1664-1974: Biographical Essays (1982). - _

- The first two of five letterpress voluimes of the P;apgrag[ }Yil-
liam Livingston, the first Governor of the State of New Jersey
(1776-1790), have also been published; another bicentennial pro-
ject of the NJHC. .

Beginning. in_1973 the New Jersey Histonical Commission
held the first of four workshops designed to assist teachers in

preparing materials about the role of New Jersey in the Revolu-
tion. These workshops have gone on to become annual events;
they are now devoted to historical topics other than the Revolu-
tion; The 1982 Teachers’ Workshop was erititled "Fyom Maiiy

Lands We Came Ethnic Groups and Oral History in New Jer-

"~ As a parallel activity, the Hlsmncal Commission offered a
grant-in-aid program to assist teachers preparing classroom

an annual grant program which can now be utlllzed for teach-

ing any aspect of New Jersey history. -

Finally; the New Jersey Historical Commission conmbuted to
a mqjor exhibition mounwd Jointly hy itrthaNEw :I érséyj-lia-

the colonial period. A version'of this exhibit traveled around

the State for three years.

ihis Consiinution
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also supported a number of books, pamphlets and films. They
include the following:
Thomas Jefferson Still Lives: This publication sets forth

the fundam:

ental world view of Thomas Jefferson; it explores
three basic influences on Jefferson’s philosophy—Greek
thought, Christian thought and scientific materialism. A
ored by Professor Winfield Nagley, Department of Philoso-
phy, University of Hawaii, the booklet was distributed
through the University and the Commission.

Tools for Teaching American History: To assist teac h' rs
of American history; an inventory of published and audiovisu-
4l fnaterials available in Hawaii has been prepared. It consists
of highly selective annotated entries. The publication was dis-

tributed to schoois and libraries, and was available through
the Commission.

Pride in America/Hawaii: The National Retired Teachers
Assnclatlon as part of its Pride in America Bicentennial pro-
, collected stories, remembrances, anecdotes and photo-

gra
graphs from the late eighteen-h eds a

teen-hundreds and early nineteen-
hundreds and published them in book form.

Annolated Bibliographyg on. Pacific Cultures: This publica-
tion makes available ml'ormatxon on "'mn@mcqcrafts art;
and the general cultur:
and New Hebrides, to teachers, students, libraries, book-
stores; and the general public. It cites 236 sources, most of
them dealmg with Hawaii, and inclades 132 books; 91 record-

- ings, 13 periodicals, maps, filins and otlier audiovisual materi-

* al. The publication was available at no charge and distributed

through the Commission. ___ __
Boaks ubaul Hawau A senes of. 14 p,

nes of readlly available pnm.ed maiter,,dn every aspegj.ﬁof
the State. ’I‘he pamphlets were distributed frée of charge oy .

a complete reference book on the State of Hawaii. A
volume of approximately 1,000 pages, the book is lllustrated
and cross-referenced.

__ Hawatian Language } ITewspapers Dr Rubelllte Johnison -
researched, compiled, translated and published poliucal and
soclal esgays, letters and editorials that appeared-in some 100
separate Hawaiian language newspapers between the years
1830 and 1948. The result is an overview of the historical pro-
cesses that took place during this transitional penod

Among the movies produced under the auspices of the Bi-
centenrial Comrmission are:

Cable TV Feedback—Face the Issu A series of one-hour
shows dealing with current isSues has been produced for -
viewing on cable television- channels. The subject matter of
the shows ranges from Women's Liberation to the opening of
the Legislature to the Legal Aid Society. The programs are
available to Hawaii Public Television as well as the Depart-
ment of Education.

_“In Pursuit.of Democracy”: 'I‘hree half-hour television

filris seek to explore the way_in which democracy in Hawaii
has been developing through the céﬁﬁ'!butlom: and struggles

of the various ethnic groups | that make .up Hawali, The filiis

- present school teachers; government office workers, profes-
sionals, blue collar workers, farmers and so forth on the  job,:
- at home, or at play, talking about their efforts and successes; .
d motives, and the lessons learned in bringing
t and democratic society in the Islands. The

> ﬁlms are available for use in public and private high schools,
church groups and community organizations; labor unions
dnd business associations and for television. _.

_ Legal stto‘ryllﬂnd Tenure in Hawgii: The Hawa:han Co
alition of Native. Clmms nd i rector, Mr. Gail Prejear, .
have produced a e show presentation reflecting the legal

history of land te prints of

¢ tn Hawaii: Reprints of the slides are
- available to schools and civic groups t:hrotlgh the Hawailan
Coalition of Native Claims. .
We the People: This is a fiilm project d dealmg with t.he appli-
cabitity of the Bill of Rights to_the people of Hawali. Eight 30-
second ai four 60-second public service announcements

were produced for iise on cotrimiercial and Hawali public tele-

777777777777777 ouncements is based on -
actual Hawaiian; EXDGrlenceLdepicjhjg the
domis that the co\mtry cherishes in a Hawaiian setting. ’ The -
public service spots are available through the ﬁxmerlcan Civil
Liberties Union. - :
One additional project developed for the "6 bicentenniﬂ

should be noted in connection with'the '87 bicentennial. Prof
sor Theodoie R. Becker, with the University of Hawaij | School
of Law, developed a radio show entitled “Making a Constitu-
tional Rey ara

jon,” a radio equivalerit of a college level course.
The ot ~ctive_of the course was to help the people of the staté
better understand the current controversies in American gov-
jeiit ifi teriis of traditional American Revolutionary and __

American government values, and to prepa:e theri for the forth-
coming state consti;uuonal convenuon

this Constitution

.396 . -
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a report AMERICAN FEDERATION :
; OF LABORAND' - - -

. . CONGRESS OF
.. INDUSTRIAL ,
ORGANIZATIONS

: . vations; and sponsored exhibits
“:-. and publications: Among its edu-,
o t_:itionil programs were:

high school seniors from all
- over the state gathered in Sa- -
~ vannah in February 1976 to ad-
dress the problems they face in
." the future and to suggest possi- .
" ble solations; Students attend-
ed workshops and drafted a
Declaration for the Future,
which was later presented to

the Georgia General Assembly.
. _.Governor's Intern Programm: -
- . This program allowed college
. students to earn credit toward

tennial'projects sponsored by
various approved @encies and

Grants: Grants-in-aid were -
made available to Georgia

" teachers to stimulate interest

" in the Bicentennial in the pub-

lic school system, : preserve the'me

. _Discovery '76: This program

* .~ of ecucation=\ warkshops fos- .

. - tered a sharing of ideas and in-
structivial techniques and re-
sources. As further incentive
to_teachers (o undertake _
worthwhile_history projects in
their schools, Discovery

. Grants, not | in excess of $400
each, were made available.

o Blcentennla! Youth Debates:
The BYD was a historical de-
bate program sponsored by the
Speefh Communiications Asso-

" ciation and coordinated in
Georgla through the Depzrt-
ment of Management at tiie
Universlty of Georgia in Ath-
ens. Open to all high schqql,

LA

. ugtes; the program focused on_
- questions_about the values that
... - underlie the American experi- -
..+ ence and encouraged participa--
2+ tion from those never previous-

S lylnvolvedinacademlc e Ce \ a8
"debﬂlﬂ‘ S e L le program,
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AHEHWES éﬁd HISTORICAL SGGIETIES

NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF
CULTURAL RESQURCES
Raleigh, North Carolina
27611

) Thie Division of Archives
and History of the North Car-
- olina Department of Cultural
Resources is_cooperating _
with North Carolina colleges,
umversmes and historical or-

.an appropriate celebration of

the '87 bicentennial. More im-
ediately, however, North
Carolinz is ceiebrating the
400th anniversary of the first
English settlement in_ America
on Roanoke Island, North
€arolina: America’s Four.
Hundredth Annivers=~ Com-
mittee and the American -
* Quadricentennial Corporatxon
have been created to coordi-
nate and fund this celebra-
tion. Additional information .-
‘about the 400th anniversary
celebration and the exhibits
and publications that will be
associated with it are avail-

" able from the Department’
-office in Ralexgh

WASHINGTON STATE

ARCHIVES
Olympia, Washmgtcm 98504

_The Washington S,iéj:é Ar
chives and the Office of the
oping an extensive display
depicting constitutional his-
tory and development in

Washington State. The proj- -

T

ect is gpecifically designed to
celebrate the State Constitu-
tion whose Centennial is in
1989, as well as the Bicenten-
nial,,of,t,he U.S. Constitution.
‘The State Constitution will
be the centerpiece of the dis-
play; its development will;_
however, be traced throug,h
the U.S. Constitution as well
as other charters of govern-
ment. Materials created for
this display will be used to

develop a tapeslide show.for

" s Consttion

school and 6£ﬁé§ public pre-
sentations. A brochure will be

developed to_describe; in
greater detail, the state’s con-

. stitutional lustory

THE ILLINOIS STATE -
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Old State_Capitol
Springfield, Ilinois 62706

Contact Olive S. Foster °

Thie.[Nifiois State I Hrstoncal

Socxety plans to parhcxpate 1n

ing ways:.

Publications

a. Two of the publications
regularly printed by the ©
Historical Library will have
special issues on the Con-
stitution: The Journal of
the ﬂlinms State Histori-

Teen- agers (written by and .

for Illinois junior and sen-
_ ior high school students).
Jb. Newsletter of the Congress
of Minois Historical Soci-
eties and Museums
(CIHSM Newsj will have
articles on how to cele-
brate the event as well as

a calendar of events listing /

what Illinois historical so-
cieties_and museums are _
~_doing for the bicentenmal'
Programs_ ° }
a. The Society sponsors a
yearly workshop for ;1un or
- anil senior high school ' .
teachers. In 1987 the work-
shop will deal with Illinois’
role in the Northwest Ter-

ntory as well as discus-
sions on the US. Constitu-

_ tion. '

b. A two-day yearly Ilinois

" history symposium will -

have scholarly papers on

the two above-mentioned

topics. .

c. The Society's. CIHSM ﬁve
regional workshops. will
touch on howto celebrate

the bicentennial of both
the Northwest Ordinance

P

- - / ot

_ and the U.S. Constitution.

Special Observances |

a. July 13, 1987 the Socxety
will have a

vance for

Ordinsrice in the Old State

_ Capitol. ; .

b: On September 17, 1987
there will be another spe-
cial observance in the Old
State Capitol in honor of

the U: S. COIIStltUth!‘I

———

THE CONNECTICUT

. HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1 Elizabeth Street.
Harford, Connecticut 06105
Contact: John W. Shannakan,
Director

- The COIIIIeCthIIt Historical

-* Society i mtends to mount an

exhibition on Connecticut’s
role mﬁtheﬁanstitutional
Convention in honor of the
1987 bicentennial celebration.
The program will feature
material on. Roger Sherman;,

Oliver Wolcott, William S.

" Johnson and the other Con-

necticut delegates at the Con-

vention who were strong sup-
rters of the.Constitutional

) concept A biography of Jere-
/ miah Wadsworth should also

be published in time for the
’87 comiitiemoration.

" Maryland, and another exhibit '

: Further celebrations_are

MARYLAND B
HALL OF RECORDS |

P.O. Box 828 .
Annapolis, Md. 21404 A
o

At the e present time prepa— .
rations are bei:'g made for - "
geghlgneg surrounding ti\e an- .
niversaries of Washin '
res@atlon of his military Bk
commission from Congress; = '
December 23, 1783 at/ Annap- - .-
olis; and the Tatification of
the Treaty of Paris by Con-
gress also at Annapohs Janu-
ary 14, 1784: : P

The Hall of Records in- -
tends to l'rave exhibits in the
State House 'on the maps. of

at Annapolis-on those who ,
were presentJn Congress De-
ceriiber 23, 1783 to January R
14,1784, ST

The 350th Anmvers*my of Loy
Mmyla.nd will be celebrated S
on March 25, 1984 thh a,

pﬁ;lannegffqr June, 1984 cen-
tering on Sg. Mary's City; cap-
ital of Maryland from 1634-
1694.

. The Hall of Records will be
developmg plans for. appro- -
priate exhibits and publica-
tions in connection with the. ..

1987 Bicentennial.

“Remember, gcmlmn, we arm’t here just i Irah - :o'mmww We're
here to draft the beit darmvied constitution in the uorid »o_




- THE NA'[IDNAL E[{DDWMENT
'FOR THE HUMANITIES -

SPECIAL INITIATIVE FOR THE

BICENTENNIAL OF THE UNITED

STATES CUNSTITUTIUN

Awarded in 1983

———— —

Armerican Enterprise Institute
. 1150 17th St. NW, Suite 1200
Washington; DC 20036
Robert A. Goldwin
“A Decade of Study of the
Constitution"”
$419;033

conferences, three volumes

of essdys, and six televised |

" public policy foruras on the
. Constitution as the ultimate
source of national political

life: _ :
Amer;cg.n }?ojmca.l Science
__Association .
1527 New Hampshire Ave.
_ Nw - S ..
Washmgton, DC 20036
Sheilah Mann .
* ‘this Constxtutxnn A Bicen-

$389,780
To_support publication of a
- quarterly magazine for the
years 1984-86 directed to
organizations and institu-
tions with the potential for
developing programs that _
promote public understand-

ing and appreciation of the
humanities and the Consti- "

tution..
Claremont ujstxtute
. Claremont CA 91711
Ken Masugi

“A'New Order of the Ages”

5303 579
To support two_annual
Constitiitional Statesman- .
ship lectures; two annual
conferences, a Bicentennial
Speakers Program for civic,
social, professional, and
éd@bétiéﬁél,éii@tiﬁiié;
m the Claremont area; two
mont, and radio programs
based on the conferences
and lectures_for broadcast
in southern California.

North Carolina State
University:

, Dept. of Political Science and

-]
%
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 Public Administration
Raieigh, NC 27650

“The Constitution: Continulty

' __..and Conflict”

$240,596 S
To support development ot
five new programs on the
.Constitution for the Hu-
mamtxes Extensxon anit of

_ wide_public programming:’

- Public Research, Syndicated

480 N: Indian HIﬂBivd
Claremont, CA 91711
Larry P: Arnn

“The New Federalist I Papers"

$431,376 :
To support syndlcatxon of
216 newspaper articles on
the Bicentennial of the
Constitution to four thou-
‘sand local, college, and™*
large metropolitan papers

_ across the United States:
Umversﬂ;y of North Ca.rolma
__at Chapel Hill.

209 Abernethy Hall

Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Richard R. Schrarmnm -
“Church;, State; and the First

Amendment: A North Caro-

lina Dialogue”
5248 346

ences, preparation of re-
source booklets, articles in

state newspapers; public af--

fairs television programs,
and radio programs to ,
heighten public under-
standing of the Constitu-
tion, especially the religion
cldti&éé of the Flrst Aiiiéiid-

__ ment:. .

Umversity of Vuggua .

te of Government
207 Minor Hall
Cha.rlottesvxlle, VA 2290;

“monwealth: The Virginia
"Court Days Forum”.

$205,000 L

To support public fog'ums
at twenty courthouses

- (302) 79818491

ind the state andten °
television programs
ent issues of con-

Constitution: 1787-1987"
$15000

To support planning for an
. Alaskan conference/lecture

S a newsp er senes,

! grams recreating the de- -

bates in the @orrstxtutxona:l
Conventlon

STATE i{UMANmEs COUNCILS UPDATE

DELAWARE HUMANITIES
FORUM :

- 2600 Pennsylvama Avenue

demgum. Delaware 19806

The Delaware Humantities Fo-
rum is interested in supporting
_Bicentennial programs For fur-

’ther information, contact the Fo-
rum office.

. VERMONT COUNCIL ON

THE HUMANITIES AND
PUBLIC ISSUES ‘
PO Boxr58

Hyde Park, Vermom 05655~
0058 . ____

(802) 888-3183

The Vermont Council has re-
ceived a’ grant from the National
Endowment for-the Humanities
to develop reading and disccs-
sion projects related to the U.S.

. Constitution in eighteen Vermont

towns in 1984.This project was
one_of ten_“Exemplary Awards”
made by NEH Chairman William
Bennett. :
__The firstset of discussions be-

consists of seven bi-weekly eve-
ning discussion groups at librar-
fes in eight Vermont towns. The
topics for the first three series of
discussions are: Biographies from
American History, 175&-1820

ticipants will read, both literature

about the Consutuuon, and ongi

discussions are completed
Council will evaluate and moduy
the program: The next series will
begin in the fall

' OKLAHOMA FOUNDATION

FOR THE HUMANITIES
2809 NW Expressway, Suite 500
Okiahoma City, OK 73112 :
(45) 840-1721

f’romotion of -pubﬂc i\uman-

al of the USfConstituuon isa

priority set by the Foundation's

*'Board of Trustees more than a

year ago. ‘The first result df the
initiative' was a pilot summer it
stitute for teachers on the Consti-
tution, held-this year in Norman,
Oklahoma. . .
The Foiindation continues to:

encourage proposals: on various .
thémes related to the Constitu-_
tion or on specific_events leadlng
to creation of the Constitution, .
and it will consider proposals uti-

lizing any format appropriate for

.public programming. Proposals

are considered through the rior- &.
mal grant application progess, .
with major project proposal
deadlines on January 15, ‘April 15,
July 15, and October 15 of each
year. .

Guldelines and uppllcatlons are.
avallable from the Foundation of-
fice on request. .

oL = il
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" Application Deadlines
. Every division of the Endowment is seeking proposals on subjects appropriate to the Bicentennial
of the Constitution. All applications should be submitted to lhe appropriate program.
The current deadlmes for each program Jollow: e
. Deadline for For Projects
N ) i Receipt of . Beginning
Program ' Applications After
DIVISION OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Central Disciplines in_Undergraduate Education i I
Improving Introductory Courses October |, 1984 April 1985
Promoting Excellence .in a Field October |; 1984 April 1985
Fostering Coherence throughout an Institution October I, 1984 . April 19315
Institutes for Teachers May 15, 1984 January ;é{;é
Institutes for Principals May 15; 1984 January 1985
: ---—May 15; 1984 January 1985
? .May 15, 1984 January 1985
Exemplary Projects in Undergmduate and Gmduate Education o i
Institutes > . . s May 15, 1984 January l985j
. Teaching Materials . May I5; 1984 January 1985
Other Initiatives in Higher Educatlon May 15, 1984 January 1985
Humanities Programs for ' T - /
- Nontraditional Learners October 1, 1984 April 1985 //
" DIVISION OF F ELLOWSHIPS ANB SEMINARS :
Fellowships jor mdependent o .
Study and Research June |, 1984 January 1, 1985
" Fellowships for College ' . [ o
Teachers . . , ' June I, 1984 Jano_ary 1, 1985
§uyy§eg' ﬂzygnt{s  for @'ﬁff o October 1;1984 Summer 1985
DIVISION OF GENERAL PROGRAMS - A
Humanines Prv]ects m Media July 30, 1984 April 1, 1985
Humamzzes Projects in Museams “ [ . o
and Historical Organizations , ' April 30, 1984 January 1; 1985
Special Projects - ’ o '
Program Development August 6, 1984 April 1, 1985
Yotith Projects - June 15,1984 ____ _January 1. 1985
Younger Scholars Program September 15, 1984 June I; 1985
: DIVISION OF RESEARCH PROGRAMS
Basic Research Program o __
Research Conferences September 15, 1984 April |, 1985 .
Humanmes, Science and Technology ) : August 1, 1984 April 1, 1985
NEH-NSF EVIST Projects (Preproposms fequired) ]
i querence Works Program s [ I
° Research Tools October 1, 1984 July 1, 1985
‘Editions . October |, 1984 July 1, 1985
'I‘l‘anslﬁtiohs - - July 1, 1984 April 1, 1985
. Research Resources Program . - N .
Access o June I, 1984 April ;1985 -
Preservation June 1, 1984 April 1, 1985. -
Publications  _. May |, 1984 October 1, 1984
* United States Newspaper Project - August 15, 1984 April |, 1085 -
DIVISION OF STATE PROGRAMS D
Write or call state council omces for further information.
OFFICE OF GHAI:I:ENGE GRANTS
Challenge Grants May I; 1984 December I; 1984
_OFFICE OF PROGRAM AND PULICY STUDIES ' )
Planning and Assessment Studies B T
Unsoliclted proposals September 1, 1984 . April |; 1985
__For further information; contact the E'ndaunnenls Oﬁice of the Bicenter nial at (202) 786 0305 or
786 0332. ) ) .
" this Constitution R ; . 44 . .
: o ; Cds B P e i e 1,
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PUBLICATIONS -

THE DOCUMENTARY
HISTORY OF THE

SUPREME_CGOURT OF

- THE UNITED STATES
1789-1800 - .~

United States Supreme Court
_ Washington, D.C. 20543

Ccmtact. Maeva Mdrcus

United S tes, 1789-1800" is a
historical research project_ <
whose work will shed light ;

on the early history of the na- .

tion's highest court: Jointly .

supported by the Supreme -

Court,; the Supreme Court .
Historical Society, and the %

National 'Historical Pubilca,- f
tions .arid Records Comimiis-- -

" sion; the.Documentary His-

-tory project wxll produce a.
i-vol

court records; private papers;

and other matenal relating to
the ﬁourts early hlsl:ory. Co-
the series:

The volumes produced by

the Documentary History
project will bring together
and make accessible to schol-
ars and lawyers much hither-
to unpublished source materi-
al necessary for any
examination of the period. In

- Volume One, for exampie, the

complete administrative re-

cord of the Court will be pub-
lished. Included will be not

only the Court's fine minute
book, biit also the roiigh min-
utes and drafts which_preced-
ed entry in the fine minute .
book and which show the
" evolution of the Court's Iega:l
language. Also appearing for
the first time in print: will be
the Court’s docket book, a

fragmentary docket; a Su- ’
preme Couit formulary, and-

documents relating to the.

Court's bar. Finally, an exten--

sxve selection of correspon-

will be published which shed

light on the appointment of
justices during the Court’s

ﬁrst decade e
The next two volumes in’
the Documentary History se-

ries will be of particular in-

" terest to the Bicentenary cel-

ebration of the Constitution.
Volurtie Two will present doc-
uments relating to the Ieglsla-
tive history of the federal ju-
diciary. What were the o
intentions of the founding fa-
thers for the. su'ucture and

‘funiction of the federal Judi-

" ciary and-how were these in-

tentions madified by experi-
ence duiring the 1790s? The

‘documents published in Voi-

ume Two will help to answer

these questions: Volume - .
Three will include docurments

pertaining to, the justices on

. circuit. Most importantly, all

extant.grand jury charges de-
livered by the justices will be
pubhshed Sometimes similar
iini-courses in civics, -

these charges  provide re-

Coiirt in shaping the destiny
of the new nation:

THE HISTORICAL ATLAS
OF POLITICAL PARTY

REPRESENTATION IN
THE UNITED STATES
CONGRFSS 1789-1987’

Co'iigi-e§s}, the G@enback Par-

ty; the Republican Party 1912-
1920, or the Free Soil Whig

-movement: All contributors
will be acknowledged. Pres- |
en!; research indicates;most . _°
coritribiitors will be responsi- o=
-- ble for identifying only a few ..
key individuals. Those re- .~
sedrchers making significant -

- contributions will be formally -

This Atlas will ﬂlusn‘at\for '

the first time the geographi-

cal distribution of political

parnes represented in the

this work wiil be color na-
tional-scale maps for each

~ . Congress; showing political

party representation for every
congressional district in the
House and-for every state in

the Senate. The series of

_maps will | ﬂi-tmte the birth;, _

kable insight on contem-
perc@tlons of the

govemment, gsiwe!i as- :

ational perlod. B
_Subsequent voluries wﬂl .
present detailed treatments of
all Court actions: between -

1790 and 1800. In addition to

case papers, the staff of the ’
Documentary History project
has collected correspon-
pamphiets and other miscel-
laneous documents relating
to“specific cases. Concluding

- the series will be documents

touching on_several issues:

. extrgjudicial activities of the
.justices, random comments

about the Court or the jus-
tices; plans for where the -
‘Court would meet, and the fi-
nancial accounts ot‘ the

Court.

ries; scholars and lawyers, for
the first time, will hawe ac-
cess to an incomparable col-
lection of published docu-.
mentation. This will facilitate
a reappraisal of the role "
played by the pre-Marshall .

paiivibigd Sbbfadl Sl 2

‘The- above\pubhcanon will

-necessitate the first syst systemat-

ic.résearch effort to identify
the political party member-
ship’a:mlmion, from z wide
variety of sources, for ei)eiw

mdimduai who ever served in

_ Often pm'tymembership/aﬂll .

iation is ambiguous, particu- -
larly pre-1870 and for such .
items as local and state party
labels, dual and fusion tick- * °*
ets, and minor party | influence
or dominance, Theréfore; a
national panel of contributors

. is being ‘assembled for the ac- -

curate evaluation of the party
membership/affiliation of in-
dividuat representatives and
senators. It is presently envi-
sioned that these researchers
will be either specialists.on
particular areas; eras; or par-
ties. Specific examples of ex-
pertise might include: New

. York City 1820-1840; the state

of Kansas, the midwest dur-

ing the Popuiist era, the;let‘-

. Litical Party chmsentatm

" The initial|volume of this se-

recogmzed on'the tlt.le page
- of the atlas. =~ . i
The Historical . At&zs gf Po-

in the United States Con- -,
gress, 1789-1987 will be pub- *
lished as Volume If of a se-*
of works titled the . .
“United States Congress Bi- .
centennial Atlas Project.” Its
development is stpported by
funds from the National En-.
dowment fof the Hurmanities.

ries, / TMsttoncal Atlas of ;
United States Congré&sfonal
Districts: 1789-1983, was . -
‘ publishied ip Deceiniber 1982. /.
by'l'heFree Press divisiorr of - -
Macmillan. |Any-individaal - - ¢
‘wishing to parncipate in this"
project pl write or tele- -
-phone (304 293:5603 Ken- .
neth C: Associate Pro-' v
- fessor of Geg ,sraﬂwl,, SR
DeparlmentnLGeoloy and
GeogapthWest Virginia: Uni-
versity, Morgantown, WV N
26606. -
DQQUMEM'EARY e
HISTORY OF THE FIRST

FEDERAL CONGRESS

00; miss 199,@9,3!19

George Washington ' .
University -
Washington, D. C 20052 .
“Contact: Linda Grant

__The Docurnentary ] Hlstoljy |
of the 1st Federal Congress

project began in 1966 under . "

. the'sponsorship of the Na- .
tional Historical Pi_iblicmijris




’ ENCY CLOPED[A OF THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION

The Encyclopedia of the Ammcan Constitution will
be published in 1987 as a scholarly enterprise to com-
,iﬁéiﬁara'té the Bicentennial of i;hé Constitiitional Conven-
will end by the close of 1985 for pubhcagon,m early
1987 by Macmillan Publishing Co;; Inc;; in four volumes
consisting of 1,500,000 words. The Enqyclopedza will

‘major articles and received acceptances from twenty-

‘four: Paul A: Fréud; Archibald €ox; Frank Michelman;
and Laurence Tribe of Harvard; Dean Gerhart CaSper,

Philip Kurland, and David Curne of Ehicago; Dean Ter-
rance a.ndalow, Francis Allen, and Yale Kamisar of

M.cl"ugan; Dean Jesse Choper; “San¥ord.Kadish of Berke-
ley; | Gerald ‘Gunther and Paul Brest of Stanford; Herbert

contain about two thousand alphabetically arranged arti-© Wechsler a@d Louis Henkin of Columbia; Justice Hans
.Linde of the Oregon Supreme Court; Willard Hurst of
Wisconsin; Norman Dorsen of New York University;
Robert Stern (retired); and Judge Louis Pollack of the
United States Dlstnct Court in Philadelphia.

The editors recruited a total of 230 contributors and a

cles s covering the history and present state of American -

constitutional law, ranging from abolitionism to John Pe-

" ter Zenger's case. Cross-references will lead the reader

to related entries. The standard length of a major topic;
such as the First Amendmerit, is six thousand words, biit
each prlncxpal component of the Amendment—e.g. free-
dom of the press, religious liberty, separation of church
and state—will also be the subject of a six thousand. _
word article. Minor topics will recexv% briefer treatment.
The Encyclopedia will bridge three disciplines: politi-
cal science, history, and law: Of the 1 500,000 words, .
over 60 percent of the Encyclopedia gdes to articles that
are either conceptual or historical in character; such as
the First Amendment, search and seiztire, the Marshall

Court; the. Commerce Clause; equat protection of the. _

- laws, the Supremacy Clause, the Biirger Coiirt, colonial

constitutional history to 1776; and the right against self- '

iiicriﬁiinatiojj . The remaining 40 percent of the Encyclo-

pedia is divided into articles on judicial decisions; public
enactments, and individuals of constltutlonal signifi-

E
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cance.

The editors, who are wntmg 20 percent of the Ency-
clopedla enlisted the services of the most distinguished
1sts in the country to write the rémamder They

ademxc lawyers in the field of constrtutronal iaw to write

sixteen-member. e\chtonal board; all of whom; except Jus-

tice. William J. Brennan of the Supreme Court, are con- .
tributors. Of the_ 230\cor\mbutors, 140 are from the legal

profession, and the rem
historians and pohtlcal

der are split evenly between
ientists. The contributors in-

clude six Pulitzer. Pnze\wmners, eight federal judges, .

eleven law school deans and seven former deans, two

past presidents;of the American Political Science Associ-
ation, and such nationally known authors as Raoul

Berger, Walter Berns, Robert H. Bork; Henry Steele
Commager, Don Fehrenbaclier, Erwin Griswold, Harold
M. Hyman, Shirley Hufstedler; Samuel P, Huntmgton, .
Harry V. Jaffa, Anthony Lewis, Alpheus T- Mason, Harvey
Mansfield; Edmund S. Morgan, Paul Murphy; Walter F.
Murphy, Merrill D. Peterson, John P. Roche, W.W: Ros-
tow; Arthur M. Schiesinger Jr.; Telford Taylor, and C.

Vann Woodward.

__For further- mformatlon contact the edltor, Leonard

W: Levy, Depart. of History, elaremont Graduate School;

Claremont, CA 91711

Commission and the George
Washmgton University. The

_ project will publish the rec-

" ords relating to that Con-
gress, including: the official
records of the Congress; dia-
ries; notes; reports, and other
documents that are widely
scattered among collections

~ of personal papers and ar-

. chives; and contemporary

publxcatxons, official a.nd un-

artlcles, pamphlg_ts broad-
sides, and other items.
- Johns Hopkins University

Press will publish ‘the project-

ed 18-volume series. Volume

I, the Senate teyzslatwe dour-

nal was issued on July 4,
.1972: Volume I, Senate Leg-
islative J Journal and Reluted
Documents, and_Volume III;
House Journal have been
publxshed subsequently "The
preparation will contain his-
tories of all legislation con-:
sidered in the First Congress

(Volures IV_and V), petitions

and other official documents -

this L‘on:ﬂfuifon
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(Volume VI), a.nd the 1ouma.l

PUBLIC RESEARCH
SYNDICATED

480 N. Indian Hill

Blvd, Suite 2

Claremont, California 91711
(714) 621-5831 -

Public Research, Syndicat-
ed, of Claremont; California

has recejved a grant from the

" National Endowment for the

Humanities for a series of 216
newspaper articles to com-

meroorate the Bicentennial of
theUS Constitiition. The se-
ries, called The New Federal-
ist Papers, will be distributed
to four thousand newspapers
across the country. -

- .The New Federalist Papers

‘will be written mainly by .’

Scholars in the field of consti-
tutional law; political science

and American history. The es-
says will be suitably short

(600-1000 words), and most

3%

wﬂl be accompamed by

uted ei"eiy two weeks to -
commumty newspapers,; and '

papers beglrumgm January
_The purpose of the series
is to increase public under-
standing of the Constitution.
According to Thomas B. Sil-
ver, President of PRS, it will
commemorafe the Blcenten-»
nial anniversaries of major
events; explore the philosoph-
jcal foundations of the Con-
stitution, and describe the
Constitution’s major features

;Barlow stressed the pro_lect'
attempt to create a link be-
tween scholarly debate over
the meaning of the Constita-
tion and public discussion of

the principles and practice of

American democracy. “The

strictly legal sense of the
word ‘constitution’ dominates
dxscussjon a.nd xnterpretatron

Barlow said. “The study of
‘onstitutionalism in the nar-

t

i
row sense is not by 1tself an
adequate way to conunemo—
rate the Bicentennial. The Bi-
centennial is an occasion to‘l
celebrate the formation of

America and of the Amencan .
people” 'y e
_Among the project’s board
of editorial advisers are sev-

eral scholars widely recog-
nized for their work on the
Constitution. Its six members

are Leonard W. Levy of Clare-
mont Graduate School, Don

E: Felrenbacher of Stanford
University, Francis Canavan,

S, of Fordham Umvgrsity,

TWenueth Century Fund, Su-
zanne Garment of the Wall
_Street Journal; and Philip B.
Kurland of the University of

Chicago.

Public Research; Syndicat-
ed, founded in 1878, supplies
op-ed and feature articles to
more than two thousand

_newspapers nationwide. Most
of its aiithors are scholars in
political science, history, and

the humanities.




CENTER FOR THE
STUDY OF THE
:CONSTITUTION
133 W._High Street—P.O.

. Box 987

" Carlisle, Pennsylvania
17013 -

The Center for the Study of

the Constitution is a private;
- non-profit organization locat-
ed in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
The purpose of the Certer is
the study of the Constitution
of the United States and its
influence on the development
of American politics and po-
litical thought. The goal of
the Center is to elevate the
discussion.of politics and po-
litical thought in America to a
higher plane by.sponsoring _
programs and projects which_
focus on the Constitution and
whick;, thereby; will help us
to-understand our political
situation. = .

‘An unporta.nt dspect of the

work of the Center is provid-

ing a mechanism through
which the general public can
be better informed regarding
the continuing importance of
the Constitution as the frame-
work within which American
government and politics oper-
ate. All programs sponsored
by the Center are open to the
public and the publications of
the Center are designed to at-
tract a wide readership rather
than appealing to a select so-
cie’ - ~f scholars. -~ . .

__In Uctober, 1983, the Cen-
ter sponsored a conference
on “Statesmanship and the -

: Gonstmmon " Speakers in-

sity of Virginia, on “States-
fianship, rhetoric and the

Constitution,” Ralph Ket-
cham, Syracuse University on

“Statesmanship and public

opinion,” Harry Clor, Kenyon

College on “Judicial states-
~ manship and the Constitu-
- tion,” and George Friedman,

. Dickinsbn College; on “Poli-
tics and the limits of states-

””””” n

_ direct elec

"THE JEFFERSON

FOUNDATION

P.0: Box 33108, Farragut
Washington, D.C. 20033
(202} %66-23U

‘Contact: Alice O‘Connor

Hopmg to generate sorme of

the same enthusiasm and
lively debate t.hat €
ized the ini g
convention of 1788, the Jeffer-
son Foundation and the Col-

lege of William and Mary as-

sembled 150 delegates from_
March 1618 in Wﬂlian’mhurg,
Vir

ferson Meetmg on the Consti-

tution.]t was the first ina

state-by-state series, culmi- _
nating with the celebration of

the Constitution’s_Bicentenni-
al. The purpose of the Jeffer-

" son Meetings is to allowciti- -

Zens to examine and reassess
the institutions of Amenca.n
govemmem: .

The agenda was set by t.he
delegates themselves, with

discussion reéstricted to issues

relating to the structural re-
form of the federal govern-

ment. Among the issues ex-
amined were:'a Single. six-

‘dent and electoral collgge re-
form; longer terms for mem-
bers of ' the House of -

Representatives; terms of of-
fice and compulsory retire- :

ment for Supreme Court and
federal justices; and the na-

tional initiative (enabling the -
peoplé to initiate federal leg- -

islation by petmonmg the
Congress).
The Virginia_ Jeﬂ'erson o

Meeﬁng was videotaped to_be

produced as.an educational

resource for distribution to
institutions and groups all

‘over Virginia.:Regular nei;vslet— :

ters will keep former dele- -

. gates abreast of the reform *:
_exchange at all levels. The
.Foundation hopes that the

the Constitution is only the
beginning of a continuing na-
tional dialogue addressing
Such critieal jssues.

_Any citizen of Virginia was
eligible to apply for selection
as one of the 160 delegates
participating in the meeting.
Delegates were guests of the
Jefferson Foundatiosn: and
were housed in the colonial
Williamsburg Lodge, with
" meetings at The College-of

Wﬂliam and Mary nearby For

Vlrglma Jefferson Meetmg on

tion at __t.ne above z_xddress

INSTITUTE OF EARLY
AMERICAN HISTORY
AND CULTURE _
SPONSORED JOINTLY
BY THE COLLEGE OF ..
‘WILLIAM AND MARY
AND .

COLONIAL |
WILLIAMSBURG,;
INCORPORATED

- Post Office’ Box 220 .
Wdlwmsburg, Vzrgmza
23187

The Insntute of Early

a,nfdﬁ };ar Jl&fmencan Law and

Government:” The first voi-
‘e of this series is to be ' /

Presidential Leadership in a -
New Republic: American /

€onceptions of Executive : |
Power, 1600-1837 autiiored |
by Ralph Katcher. The second
volume, by Stephen Botine, /is
titled “Liberty and
With Oppression’™ The Socwt
Origins of Early American /
Law.” / o
Fmally in 1987J j.hgilnsn-

tute of Early Amencan /His- -
tory will sponsor a- t.hem:«mc
-issue of the William and

_ tion has been oﬂ‘ered to-

'scholars to submit manu- A,, L
scripts for this edition no Jat- '_ :

" er than the end of 1985.

«Although no/ definiite focus
is required, prospective au- ;
thors may wmhjo entertain - -
the guxest:on ‘What dnference

did the Consutunon make bo
mterest ,ls)"" It is hoped t.hat
the contnbut:ons will range
across 'the fields of politics, . .
law, social and economic his-
tory/ idedlogy, iconography,
and so forth, and range into
t.he early mneteent.h centuly.

,/

.American History and Culture / NATiGNAhtRGI—HVES
is-planning three major pro- / VOLUNTEERS

. jects to commemorate the bi-
‘ centennial of the U.S. Consti-
tution; First; itis. = . /
collaborating. with the Ameri-
< can Philosophical Soclety and
the Philadelphia Center for
Early American Studies in_
sponsoring a conference to
be _held in October of 1984
with the theme of “The Cre-.
ation of the American Consti-

tution:” Garry Wills and Gor-.
don Wood will | be two of the
many prominent speakers

- featiifed at this three-day
event, :
The second Instifute effort
will be the publication of a

book seriés: “Bicéntennial
Stt}dles on the Constitution

CONSTITUTION STUDY
GROUP 77777

Eennsylvanw Avenue at
. Eighth Street, N.W.

. Washington, D.C. 20408

(202) 523-3183
Contact: Ralph S. Pollock

With the support of t.he :
D.C. Community Humanities
Council, the National Ar- .-

chives Volunteers have insti-
tuted a program_of ronthly
" Jectures on the Constitution.:_
The speakers are Edwin M.

. Yoder, a journalist, on 'The. .

state of the Constitution’
(Janua.ry 18), Joseph B. Gor-
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man and Thomas M. Durbin;
Congressional Research Ser-
vice; on “American political
parties and the Constitution”
(February 15), Maeva Marcus;
Supreme Court Documentary
preme €ourt: the ﬁl:st terr .
years” (March 21), R. Gordon

Hoxie; €enter for the Study
of the Presidency, on “The
on and the._ presn-
deficy: evoliitioni of the exec-
utive” (April 18); Virginia
Purdy, National Archives, on
“Women and the Constltu-

Belz, Umversnty of Maryland;
on "The Civil War: crisis of
the’Constitution” (June 20).

o Al meetings are held at noon
in room 105 of the National _
Archlves Building; there, JS no
" the Study Group has pub-
"lished a pamphlet containing

the text of the Constitution. It -
.is available to persons who

attend the lectures.

CENTER FOR THE = __
HISTORY OF BRITISH
POLITICAL THOUGHT
FOLGER INSTITUTE OF
RENAISSANCE AND =
EIGHTEENTH- CENTURY

_ STUDIES
. Folger Shakesneare,Lzbmry,

201 East Capitol Street, S.E. .
Washington, D.C. 20003
(202) 544-4600

The pnncnpal missiori ot‘ s

the Center is tc provide a lo-
cus for research and instruc-
tion in the field of British po-
litical thought, and to offer a
setting within which a series

of ongoing academic pro-

" grains and publications can

it
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be nurtured and carried for-

- ward. In recognition of the

ties between American revo-
lutionary political ideclogy
and British political thought;
the Center-will be offering
several programs pertinent to_
the bicentennial of the United
States Constitution. In Janu- _
ary, 1984, the Center hosted a
conference entitled “The
Treaty of Paris in a Ghangmg
States’ System,” and from_
February through April; Pro-
fessor Gordon ¢ S;:hochet of
Rutgers University is offering
a seminar entitled “From
Bosworth to Yorktown: the
Developmerit of British Pohtx-
cal Thought from Henry VI
through the American Revolu-
tion.” Additional conferences
and seminars are planned;
The Center welcomes con-

" tacts from interested schoi-

THE NATIONAL .
ASSQCIATION OF

NEGRO :
PROFESSIONAL

'WOMEN'S

CLUBS, INC.

have helped or impeded

; t.he progress ot‘ black women, :

- ment a ‘secondary school

" " on black.representatives in -

_ ground, careers and

it is hoped that conclusions
may be drawn aboiit what le-
gal actions are now neces-
sary. .

. These six seminars will be
held in each of the Associa-
tion’s six Districts and will in-
volve all of the clubs in each
District. The seminars will cli-
‘max at the Association’s na-
tional convention with a spe-

. cial program, and with the

publication of the seminar
findings:

JOINT CENTER FOR

POLITICAL STUDIES,
INC:

Suite 400

1301 Pennsylvama Ave.,
NW.

Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 626-3500

For ;hgjpcentenrua.l of the-

Constitution; the Joint €enter
plans to piiblish a volumie

- that will trace the process by

which blacks in America have
gradually moved towards the
attainment of full and equal
citizenship rights. A day-long -
seminar based on the re-

search of the proposed worR

is also contemplated: . !
_Consideration is being ng-, S

" en as well to the production

of a multi-media educational

* kit on the black members of

Congress. The kit will contain
slides; a cassette recording; 5
posteTs or a booklet of pro- ..
files and a bibliography. It . . :°
will be designed to supple--

reader which the Joint Center -
plans to publish in early 1984 -

the US, Congress from 1879- .
1982, The forthcoming - work’ .
is the product of a research -
project that the Joint Center -

conducted in- 1977 under a

olution Bicentennial Adminis-
tration to docuiment the back

contributions of black Con-
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- DECISION AT RICHMOND JUNE 1788 -

irginia’s decision to ratify the new_Constitution was
crucial to its success. Yet, ratification did not appear
easy to come by. “Decision at Rijchmond: June 1788;" a
play in three acts by Robert O: Byrd, attempts to capture
- the significance and drama of the Virginia ratification
convention. The diﬁlogue of the play is drawn directly
from the debates in Richmond.
A prologue sets the scene: elght states_had ratified by

the time the Virginia convention met. Only one more

state was needed to adopt the Constitution: New York's
vote hinged on the decision by Virginia. It seemed un-

" likely that the union could succeed without these two
states..

Puring_the 23 days the_Virginia convention sat; some
dozen delegates occtipied center stage, among them two
future presidents— James Madison and James Monroe;
. future chief justice John Marshall, Light Horse Harry Lee
(father of Robert E. Lee); George Mason and Patrick
Henry, who were the major leaders of the opposition to
satification. These luminaries and others brilliantly ad-
dressed the perennial issues of government: the balance
between liberty and order; between equality and free-

dom: Patrick Henry painted in vivid and somber hues

the alleged result of turning over to the national govern- -

ment the power of both “the purse and the sword.” Oth-
er issties drew attention as well: the economic develop-
' ment of the new nation, the abuses and uses of standing
armles. problems of representatlon, the inherent expan-

ances,” taxation, the danger of tyrannous majorities. All

are still relevant to the contemporary scene.
- “Decision at Richmond” is suitable for use in Bicen-
tennial festivities. For further information, contact Rob-

ert O. Byrd at .34 Oxford Street, Rlchmond Hill; Ontario,

.Canada LAC 4L5.
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THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL HISTORICAL
SOCIETY _
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E.
Wimhingt(m;"ﬂﬁ‘. 20002

e Umted States Capltol Hlstoncal Socxety was estab-

lished in 1962 to record and interpret the history of
the United States Capitol. In 1978 the Society initiated

.an annual historical symposia series designed to create

int:rest in the 1987 bicentennidl of the U.S. Constitiitior.
The symposia are scheduled to continue through. 1990;
each confererice is devoted to an examination of an im-
portant aspect of the American Revolutionary.Era; 1763-
1789:

__The format of the series consists of three components.
First; there is the sympos:mtutseif a professional con-
ference, held in Washi n, D.C. every March, at which

historians present scholarly papers: Second, a high-
school program is designed to foster an interest m and

appreciation for the study and teaching of history in the -
puiblic schools. Third, the proceedings of edch of the an-
nual meetings are published for the Society by the Uni-
versity Press of Virginia.

_ The March professional meetmgs of the society | have
been-and are to be arranged around the following topics: ]
1978: “Diplomacy and Revolution: The Franco-American '.
Alliance of 1778;” 1979: “Sovereign States in an Age of *;
Uncertainty;” 1980 “Slavery in the Age of the. Amencan

Revolutien;" 1981: “Arms and Independence: The Mili-
tary Cha.racber of the American-Revolution;” 1982: "An
Uncivil War: The Southern Backcountry during the
American Revolution;” 1983: “Peac Peacemmakers:
ity of 1783;” 1984: “The Economy,
ica: The Revoltmonmy Period, 1763-1789:" .1985: “Women

t.etters‘ Ctﬂtura:l tlfe during. theﬁmencan Revolut:o'i,",

uon ;" 1988: “The American Revolution as a Social
siovvement;” 1989: “Ratification and the First Election;”
glnnihgs of the Federal Government.”

The publication program of the Society. prints mono-
graphs which are derived from the material presented at’
the symposia. In general publication can be expected
approxXimately two years following the date of the con- .
ference. ’

_The society also publishes.a calendar, “We the Peo-
ple,” which includes a historical notétion for each date
of an event that occutred two hundred years earlier:
Mors information about the calendar, or about other as-
pec’s of the Society’s programs; may be obtained from L
the Socxety s Washington oﬁce

in the Age of the American Revolution;” 1986: "Arts and . = | .

“and 1990: “Launching the ‘Extended Republic’ The Be: - .|

" ihis Constitul




F"deral Breentenmal At /eridé",

.Independence Natlonal Park Prepares
for t e Bieemenmal

s t.he  site of the anstrmuQna,l Conventmn lndegen-
dence National Historicat Park and tht-LCrty of Phila-
delphia will be major focal points for the Bicentennial .
commemoration. Accordingly, the Park staff and the
Friends of Independence National Historical Park are
now formulating plans for 1987. A research team has.
been established to study the Convention, the delegates,.
itution, and to provide .
mation to the Park st;aﬂ‘ the ge;iera:l public and scholars.
There will be at least three key attractions during the

/ Bicenterinial: One will be an exhlbit located at the Sec-,
i ond Bank of the United States which will feature docu-
ments; portraits, ard obJect.s that belonged to the defe- .
gates or that were associated with the Convention or the -

mwwm B0 et bqum toudeg, "5y oY 10 UdeIBG0ud WO 18omT

ratifying process: This exhibit will be sponsored by the
.Park, the Friends of Independence National Historical

Park, the American Philosophical Society, the Historical -
Socrety of Pennsylvama /and the Library Company of -
Philadelphia. A second exhibit will be on display at the -
Visitor Center and will'use modern technology to allow
visitors to engage in_simulated decision-making on con-- - -
stitutional questions’that faced the Convention dele- ‘

m oy

gates; such as separation of powers and representation
of states in the. natronal legislature, and to see how their
choices coincide with those of the actual delegates. Oth-

er parts of the exhibit will explain various sections of
megonggmuon/md its initerpretationi over two hundred
years. Finally, as always, visitors will be able to see the
Assembly Room in Independence Hall (the: ‘State House
of Pennsylvania in-1787), where the Constitutional Con--
vention formulated the document that has survived fof
more tlhi.n two hundred years, . . .
‘The research teara will develop several prmt axds t’or o
Bicentennial visitors and for scholars and other- - interesty,
ed parties across the nation: Among the most’ ‘ambitious

is the preparation of a computerized brbiliography in- ..

_cludmg thousands of books and nrtlcles, court decisioné,

a daybook which will include da.ily entries a:bout the ,
. Convention and activities in Philadelphia and the nation' n

The team will also research and verify, the. accuracy of

information presented in the exhibits and.by:the inver-

: *ﬁlmwmm‘mr qum worM dAjoas

_ preters of the exhibits during the Bicentennial, -
__If you or your org ic ] a
working on any. project-dealing with' the: Gonstrmtron or
the Constitutional Convention, the: ‘Park would.like to, be

informed: For more infonnat.ionabc the Bic

torical Architecture, Independence National’ Hlstorica.l
Park, 313 Walnit Street,'Phﬂadelphiiz PA 19106 (215)

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



cengress Establlshes Federal Bleemenmal Gammlssmn

The leg;slatlon stlpulates

activities for the’ federal gov- -
ermment to implement; en-
courage ‘private organizations,

and state and local govern-

: ment.s to organize events; co-

ordinate activities throughout

: the states, and serve as a

-~

sion to give “due consider-
ation” to several aspects of
the commemoration, includ-
ing: the historical setting in
which the Constitution was
created; the contribution of
diverse ethnic aiid racial

- groups; the relationship of

the three branches of govein-

.the document by the put

the diverse legal and philo-
sophical views regarding the
Constitution; the need for re-
flection and understanding of

ylic;
the need for new educational
materials; and the signifi-
cance of the + Constitution. Eo

other nations. Congress also
directed the Commission to

- work with both private orga-

nizations and government

agencies, and to delegate au-
t.honty to sta.te advisory com-

The Commission will sub-
mit a comprehensive report
by October of 1985, with spe-
cific recomme’ﬁ’dﬁtiﬁns for
the Bicentennial program. It
will terminate on December
31, 1989 The Act authorizes

an appropriation of. $300,000
for 1984, and “such sums as

_ quent years: As of January 15;
no cominission mermbers had

yet been named. :
__On September 29 1983,

isla on, PL. 98—101 to create

a Commission on the Bicen- -

tennial of the United States
Constitution with a mandate
“to.promote and coordinate
activities” for the  Constitu-

tion's commemoration.
The Commission is to be

" ship, a strong serise of public

""pro temp of the Senate and

the Chief Justice (or their

designees) ThePresxdent will,
meinbers; twelve from_among
recommeridations by the
three statuatory mnembers.The
President will designate the
chair. According to the legls-

: lauon, all Eppoint/Eés shbuld

service, and expertise in the

Spea.ker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Presiderit

1eamedprofessmn& Mem '
bers will serve for the
the Commxssu_)q

Prc;ect 87

events being

be retu;med

Project 87 would hke to know about E
‘planned for the Bicentenni- -.
al of the United States Constltutlon, ‘
which we will report on in this Consti-
tution. Please send notices to: -

this Constitution L

' 1527 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.

Washington; D.C. 20036
- Photographs and camera-ready art of lo- - -
£0s; posters; etc. are welcorne and w1ll
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institutions may write and ask to be e pl

than one copy may do so by subscribing 1 for 3

(Indmduals and mstntutxoxfs outside the UYnited States and Canada please add 3500 per .
_ __subscription.)
- Bulk rate (10 or. more copies) $175each

Shipping for bulk orders:
10—25nocharge '

. §§—65 :::;;::::.;::::;::::;;:.:..::::.::.:::;.:.:::::::;:.::;:3556

”_(E’legei W@@,@!’P%E@ shlggmg ,ch?-‘fge?,,f‘?!f?“‘?!gﬂ 9!"‘?!3) R
In order to subscribe; or to order in quantity, please fill out the form on this.page and. retum;t with your
* check; to: Project ‘87, 1527 New' Hampshlre Avenue, N.W., Washington; D.C. 20036. We must re-

guest that all orders be pre-paid. If you have already received the magazine, pleese include a phetm:epy

of the maﬂmg label with orders or changes of address

iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ—ﬁﬁﬁﬁ——ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
_ll‘énclosed please find $ : for A sﬂbs?ﬂpllqijﬁ iii' coples to be sent t0' =
- ame____— — - = — . Lo T RN
Institution — > - e —
-Address

" City
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Priiech 7 s ot iidertaking of the At

val Stience Association: It is dedieated to com-
memorating the Bicentennial of the United States
(onstitution by promoting public understanding
anid appralsal of this unique document,

The Project s directed by a joint committee of
‘historians and political Scientists that is chaired by
two scholars of international reputation—Profes-
sor Richard B: Moms of Columbia Univesity and

Iege. Thie CHif Juistice of the Urited States Setves
s Honoraly Chiairtian of Project '87's Advisory
Board, '

can Historical Association and the American Pohtl-

Professor James MacGregor Burns of Williams Cok

The implementation of Project ‘87 has been di-
vided into three distinct but interrelated stages.
Stage 1, devoted to research and scholarly ex-
changes on the Constitation, has been underway
for the past several years. The Project has awarded
ffty-one research grants and fellowships and sup-
potted five major scholarly conferences dealing
with various aspects of the Constitution, Activities
in connection with Stage ll—teaching the Constitu-
tion i schools and colleges—began in 1980; and
Project ‘87 is now planning Stage I1L; the develop-
ment of programs for the public 'déslgh'é'd o
heighten awareness of the Constitution and to pro-
yoke Infortmed discussion on constitutional
themes. _

It is the hope and expectahon of the Pro ect's

*glike will come to a greater awareness and com-

ment; nc;; of Indianapolis; Indiana; the Rockefeller
‘Foundahon the Ford Foundation and the Mellon

govemmg committee that, through its actmt;gs_
and those of others, both students and the pubhc

prehension of the American Constitution. -

Core siipport for Project '87 comes from the Wil
 liam and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Additional
grants for specific programs have been provided
by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
which funds the magazine, and by the Lilly Endow-

Fourndation.

For further information; write; Project 87, 157
New Hampshire Avenue; NW, Washmgton DC.

Pujea’?
1327 New Hampshire N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20056
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